A step forward to a federal, sovereign and
democratic Europe
The European Parliament confirms the conclusions of the
Conference on the Future of Europe and calls for a
Convention for the revision of the Treaties
Brussels, 10/06/2022
In the light of the current crises, the European Union has shown not to be a fully democratic
and sovereign power. It is one of the main conclusions of the Conference on the Future of Europe
(CoFoE), which ended on 9 May 2022. On that day, which celebrated the Schuman Declaration of
1950, European citizens, through the CoFoE conclusions, called on European representatives and
political leaders to reform the European Union to make it fit for the challenges of the modern world.
The European federalists are convinced that the starting point of this process is the launch of a
Convention that defines the new rules of the European project by revising the Treaties.
Yesterday's vote of the European Parliament endorses the results of the CoFoE and calls on
the European Council to initiate the process of revising the EU Treaties, under Article 48 of the
Treaty on the European Union, by convening a Convention. The resolution was adopted at the
Strasbourg plenary with 355 votes in favor, 154 against, and 48 abstentions.
This vote is a step forward for a more federal, sovereign and democratic Europe,
and an important victory for the European federalists. The resolution calls for a reform of
Europe’s institutional architecture, an issue that has been the main focus of federalist activity during
the CoFoE, through the mobilisation of citizens on the multilingual platform futureu.europa.eu, and
the work of its members in the CoFoE Plenary and the Democracy working group.
The resolution includes some of the most important demands for the reform of the
European Union, as formulated in the CoFoE conclusions and supported by the European federalists.
In particular:
●

on the EU's budgetary power, the text calls for the recognition of the Parliament's "full
co-legislative rights on the EU budget" as well as the recognition of the European
Parliament's direct right of initiative on legislative matters, which is the right of
every national parliament;
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●

on voting procedures within the Council, the resolution calls for improving Europe’s capacity
to act, thanks to a shift from the unanimity rule to qualified majority voting in areas
such as sanctions, “passerelle” clauses, and emergencies;

●

on the EU's competencies in the areas of health and cross-border health threats, the
completion of the energy union - based on efficiency and renewables in line with
international agreements on climate change -, in defense, and social and economic policies,
the resolution asks for a reinforcement of the powers of the Union.

Sandro Gozi, President of the UEF said: "The conclusions of the Conference on the Future
of Europe and the demands of European citizens are clear: Europe will either be democratic and
powerful or it will not be. Today, citizens expect a good outcome from the Parliament: we wanted
this open debate with them, and now we have to respect our commitments and reform the treaties.
The world has changed, war has returned to our continent and has shown our weaknesses even
more. We live in an age of empires where we have to decide whether to exist or disappear:
unanimity is the guarantee of our disappearance.”
The European Council will discuss the conclusions of the CoFoE on the agenda for its next
meeting on the 23 and 24 June. The European federalists will continue to advocate in favor of the
recommendations of the CoFoE and for the convening of a Convention on the Reform of the
Treaties, at both national and European levels.
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