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AGENDA 
 

 
 

 SATURDAY 10 OCTOBER, 12:30-20:00 
 

 Venue: StayOkay Maastricht, Maasboulevard 101, 6211 JW Maastricht, Netherlands 
 

12:30 
 

 
 

13:00 
 
 
 

14:00 
 

14:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16:00 
 

 
 

16:30 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

19:45 
 

20:00 

Arrival and Registration 
 

SESSION I: MOBILITY WITHIN THE EU 
 

Part I: The Current Situation  
 Gareth DAVIES, Professor of EU Law at VU University Amsterdam, Researcher on constitutional and social 

implications of the EU Internal Market 
 

Break 
 

Part II: Panel Discussion  
Moderation:  
Angelika SCHENK, Chair of JEF Political Commission on Internal Policies 
 

Speakers: 
 Gareth DAVIES, Professor of EU Law at VU University Amsterdam, Researcher on Constitutional and Social 

Implications of the EU Internal Market 
 Manuel KELLERBAUER, European Commission Legal Services 
 Jan CREMERS, Researcher on Labour Law and Social Policy at Tilburg University 
 

Coffee Break 
 

SESSION II: MIGRATION INTO THE EU 
 

Introduction and welcome:  
Dafni GOGOU, Chair of UEF Political Commission on Social Europe 
 

Moderation: 
Mana LIVARDJANI, Director, Union of European Federalists 
 

Speakers: 

 Sergio CARRERA, Senior Research Fellow and Head of the Justice and Home Affairs Programme at CEPS 

 Marcin PRUSS, European Commission, DG HOME - Irregular Migration Unit 
 Maarten VINK, Professor of Political Science and Political Sociology, Co-Director of Maastricht Centre for 

Citizenship, Migration and Development  
 

End of Sessions, walk to dinner venue 
 

Dinner: Antonis Restaurant, Kesselskade 49 6211 EN Maastricht 
 
 

 

SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER, 09:00-13:00 
 

 
09:00 

 

09:15 
 

10:45 
 

11:00 
 

12:30 

 
Arrival 
 

WORKSHOP I: MOBILITY 
 

Coffee Break 
 

WORKSHOP II: MIGRATION 
 

Conclusions and Evaluation 
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 READING LIST 
 

 
UEF/JEF Policy, Official documents: the latest UEF and JEF official documents and some from national 

sections: 

700 killed by an intergovernmental and divided Europe, UEF Press Release, Brussels, April 2015 

Resolution of JEF Federal Committee on managing immigration at European level, Resolution, JEF Federal 

Committee, Uppsala, April 2015 

Resolution of the UEF Federal Committee to support the development of a humanitarian based approach on 

EU migration policy in line with international and EU standards on human rights, Resolution, UEF Federal 

Committee, Brussels, April 2015 

 

Europa braucht eine Perspektive, Resolution, EUD Federal Committee, October 2012 

 

Resolution on EU migration policy, Resolution, UEF Federal Committee, April 2012 

 

Europe Needs a Strong Communitarian Immigration, Asylum and External Border Security Approach. A Step 

to European Internal Affairs Government, Andrey Kovatchev (UEF Vice-President), Policy Paper, September 

2011 

 

 
 

 SESSION I: MOBILITY WITHIN THE EU 
 

 

For more than two years, free movement of citizens within the EU has become increasingly contested, not 

least through a public debate on “welfare tourism”. Fears about EU citizens migrating solely for reasons of 

accessing social benefits have also been reflected in recent legislative changes in several member states such 

as Germany and the UK where EU citizens now face a much stricter control of their right to free movement. 

In this session, we will aim at grasping several important questions on mobility of European citizens. Which 

rights do people who live and work in another member state currently have? How many people are actually 

mobile within the EU? How do political parties - especially those on the extreme right - use such arguments 

for their strategic purposes? And what should be our federalist answer to improve citizens’ mobility rights 

as they currently stand? 

 

Reading List 

 

EU citizens’ access to benefits: the CJEU clarifies the position of former workers, Steve Peers (Professor of 

EU and Human Rights Law at the University of Essex), EU Law Analysis blog, September 2015 

 

It remains unclear how much leeway member states have to restrict EU migrants’ access to benefits, Michael 

Blauberger (Assistant Professor at the Univeristy of Salzburg) and Susanne K. Schmidt (Professor at University 

of Bremen), LSE EUROPP blog, July 2015  

 

http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/700-killed-by-an-intergovernmental-and-divided-europe/
http://www.jef.eu/news/single-news-resolutions/news/managing-imm/?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=20680&cHash=452a01b2f2b6723a0a9d23525359b944
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-of-the-uef-federal-committee-to-support-the-development-of-a-humanitarian-based-approach/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-of-the-uef-federal-committee-to-support-the-development-of-a-humanitarian-based-approach/
http://www.europa-union.de/fileadmin/files_eud/PDF-Dateien_EUD/EUD_Bundeskongress/Buko_2012/EUD_Buko_2012_BESCHL%C3%9CSSE.pdf#page=6
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-eu-migration-policy/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/europe-needs-a-strong-communitarian-immigration-asylum-and-external-border-security-approach-a-ste/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/europe-needs-a-strong-communitarian-immigration-asylum-and-external-border-security-approach-a-ste/
http://eulawanalysis.blogspot.de/2015/09/eu-citizens-access-to-benefits-cjeu.html
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2015/07/27/it-remains-unclear-how-much-leeway-member-states-have-to-restrict-eu-migrants-access-to-benefits/
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Labour Mobility in Europe: An untapped resource? Mikkel  Barslund (Research  Fellow at CEPS), Matthias  

Busse (Researcher at CEPS) and  Joscha  Schwarzwälder  (Project  Manager  at  Bertelsmann  Stiftung), Policy 

Brief, CEPS, March 2015 

 

Fair Mobility in Europe, László Andor (Senior Fellow at the Hertie School of Governance), Social Europe, 

Occasional Paper, January 2015 

 

Genuine Free Movement for All – Advancing Citizenship and Welfare Rights across all EU Member States, 

Resolution, JEF Federal Committee, Bologna, October-November 2014 

 

Freedom of movement of persons – the building-block of European growth, Radoslaw Sikorski (Marshal of 

the Polish Parliament and former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland), Policy Paper, 

European Policy Centre, September 2014 

 

Letter-box companies and abuse of the posting of workers rules: how the primacy of economic freedoms 

and weak enforcement gives rise to social dumping, Jan Cremers (Senior researcher at the Amsterdam 

Institute of Advanced Labour Studies of the University of Amsterdam, ETUI Policy Brief, September 2014 

 

Migration, EU Citizenship, and Social Europe, Elaine Chase (Research Officer at the Department of Social 

Policy and Intervention at the University of Oxford and Martin Seeleib-Kaiser (Barnett Professor of 

Comparative Social Policy and Politics at the Oxford Institute of Social Policy at the University of Oxford), 

Social Europe Journal, January 2014  

 
  

SESSION II: MIGRATION INTO THE EU 

 

Since April 2015, the European Union has faced the most important asylum and migration crisis in its history. 

The current humanitarian crisis combines different root causes, as many are those who are fleeing from war, 

persecution and regional conflicts, while others are trying to reach Europe for economic reasons. Both are 

exploited by criminal smuggling networks, as the legal ways to enter and stay in the EU remain very limited.  

The objective of this session is to provide some background information on the EU asylum and migration 

policy, focused on main elements included in the new EU Agenda on Migration adopted in May 2015, and to 

identify areas for discussion, topics where a federal approach is more necessary than ever for facing the 

current challenges. 

 

Introduction 

 

Informal meeting of EU heads of state or government on migration, European Council Statement, September 

2015 

 

Refugee Crisis: European Commission takes decisive action, European Commission Press release, September 

2015 

 

Establishing provisional measures in the area of international protection for the benefit of Italy, Greece and 

Hungary, Proposal for a Council Decision, September 2015 

 

European Council Conclusions 26 June 2015, European Council meeting, June 2015 

http://www.ceps.eu/system/files/Labour%20Mobility%20PB%20joint%20Bertelsmann%20FINAL%20mb.pdf
http://www.socialeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/OP7.pdf
http://www.jef.eu/uploads/media/%E2%80%98Genuine_Free_Movement_for_All_%E2%80%93__1_.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_4953_sikorski.pdf
http://www.uva-aias.net/uploaded_files/publications/PolicyBrief2014-05-1.pdf
http://www.uva-aias.net/uploaded_files/publications/PolicyBrief2014-05-1.pdf
http://www.socialeurope.eu/2014/01/eu-citizenship-social-europe/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/press-releases-pdf/2015/9/40802202698_en_635786557200000000.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-5596_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/proposal_for_council_decision_establishing_provisional_measures_in_the_area_of_international_protection_for_it_gr_and_hu_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/proposal_for_council_decision_establishing_provisional_measures_in_the_area_of_international_protection_for_it_gr_and_hu_en.pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-22-2015-INIT/en/pdf
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A European agenda on migration, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 

Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, May 2015 

 

State of Play of EU Migration Policy and Challenges 

 

The Migration Crisis:  A Stress Test for European Values, Clémentine d’Oultremont (Senior Research Fellow 

at Egmont – Royal Institute for International Relations), European Policy Brief, September 2015 

 

What priorities for the new European agenda on migration?, Sergio Carrera (Senior Research Fellow and 

Head of the Justice and Home Affairs unit at CEPS), Daniel Gros (Director of CEPS) and Elspeth Guild (Senior 

Research Fellow at CEPS), CEPS Commentaries, April 2015  

 

EU migration policy – new realities, new opportunities, Cecilia Malmström (European Commissioner for 

Home Affairs, 2010-2014), European Policy Centre, Policy Paper, September 2014 

 

Border Management 

 

Europe’s refugee crisis: Chronicle of a death foretold, Camino Mortera-Martinez (Research fellow at Centre 

for European Reform), Ian Bond (Director of foreign policy at Centre for European Reform) and Simon Tilford 

(Deputy Director at the Centre for European Reform), Position Paper, Centre for European Reform, 

September 2015 

 

A review of post-Lampedusa:What type of EU migratory cooperation with third countries?, Corinne Balleix 

(Political scientist and lecturer at Sciences Po), Policy Paper, Foundation Robert Schuman, February 2104 

 

Rescue at sea, asylum and immigrants fundamental rights. What is the European Union’s Approach?, Corinne 

Balleix (Political scientist and lecturer at Sciences Po), Policy Paper, Foundation Robert Schuman, November 

2013 

 

Prospects for an EU asylum policy and EU legal immigration policy 

 

EU Asylum Policy: Going beyond President Juncker’s proposal, Sönke Schmidt (FEPS Senior Advisor on 

Migration and Asylum), FEPS Policy Brief, September 2015 

 

The EU Migration Dilemma, Jelena von Helldorff (Senior policy advisor at CEIPA), Heinrich Boell 

Foundation, September 2015 

 

Future EU Policy Development on Immigration and Asylum: Understanding the Challenge, Elizabeth Collett 

(Director of EU Asylum Policy and EU Legal Immigration Policy, Migration Policy Institute), Europe Policy 

Brief, May 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Policy-Brief-Migration-final-CO.pdf
http://www.ceps.eu/system/files/MigrationPriorities.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_4952_malmstrom.pdf
http://www.cer.org.uk/insights/europe%E2%80%99s-refugee-crisis-chronicle-death-foretold
http://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/doc/questions-d-europe/qe-301-en.pdf
http://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/doc/questions-d-europe/qe-295-en.pdf
http://www.feps-europe.eu/assets/11e8b978-cea2-495f-a17a-56b5df320bd3/asylum-beyond-juncker-proposalpdf.pdf
http://eu.boell.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2015/09/the_eu_migration_dilemma.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/future-eu-policy-development-immigration-and-asylum-understanding-challenge
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Integration Issues 

 

Germany’s handling of immigration will shape the future of Europe, Guntram B. Wolff (Director at Bruegel), 

Opinion, Bruegel, September 2015 

 

Immigrant Integration and Access to Citizenship in the European Union: The Role of Origin Countries, 

Maarten Peter Vink, Research Report Position Paper, INTERACT RR 2013/05, Robert Schuman Centre for 

Advanced Studies, 2013 

 

Migrating towards Participation: Immigrants and their Descendants in the Political Process, Rodrigo Castro 

Nacarino, Vít Novotný and John Lageson, Policy Brief, Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, 

November 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bruegel.org/2015/09/germanys-handling-of-immigration-will-shape-the-future-of-europe/
http://interact-project.eu/docs/publications/Research%20Report/INTERACT-RR-2013-05.pdf
http://www.martenscentre.eu/sites/default/files/publication-files/migrating_towards_participation_web.pdf
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 JEF RESOLUTION ON GENUINE FREE MOVEMENT FOR ALL – ADVANCING CITIZENSHIP AND                                                                  

WELFARE RIGHTS ACROSS ALL EU MEMBER STATES 

 
Adopted by JEF Federal Committee, Bologna on 10 November 2014 
 
JEF-Europe, 
 
- Recognising free movement of persons in the EU as one of the four important pillars of the Single 

European Market that constitutes one of the core achievements of European integration so far; 
- Pointing out that mobility of people across different countries promotes intercultural understanding and 

contributes to creating a common European identity; 
- Emphasising that genuine free movement for all alleviates the burdens of the still on-going financial 

crisis in Europe, especially as regards an enhanced allocation of skills across member states to dampen 
unprecedented high unemployment levels, particularly among the young generation; 

- Highlighting that EU free movement provisions nowadays entail rights not only to European citizens who 
are employed but also to those not in employment on the basis of European Citizenship; 

- Recalling that such rights do not only cover the right to reside in other member states but also the right 
to access welfare benefits such as social assistance under certain conditions; 

- Fully alarmed by generally unfounded governmental complaints about welfare tourism in respective 
member states, especially referring to the March 2013 letter to the European Commission by Austria, 
Germany, the Netherlands and the UK; 

- Noting with concern that some of the media in several cases do not only uncritically portray these 
complaints but also disseminate incorrect information about free movement fundamentals and rights 
in the EU; 

- Worried about rising anti-immigrant and anti-EU attitudes among citizens as a consequence of such 
unfounded and misleading scaremongering, particularly visible during the 2014 EP elections; 

- Deeply concerned by the lack of enforcement of current EU legislation in several member states on 
cross-border access to labour markets and welfare benefits, resulting in discrimination between 
domestic, migrant, posted and frontier workers as well as those unemployed; 

- Contemplating remaining administrative hurdles for EU citizens wishing to reside, work or pursue 
training programmes in another EU member state; 

- Further observing sceptically that certain member states are currently drafting new legislation to restrict 
free movement rights of certain EU citizens, particularly those unemployed, by, for instance, introducing 
re-entry bans or restricting child allowance measures; 

- Concerned about free movement rights in the EU still largely being exercised solely by a privileged group 
of few well-educated citizens, due to limited material resources, language skills or high costs of 
transportation, and also due to fragmented and unclear European legislation on mutual recognition of 
professional qualifications; 

- Recognising that the heterogeneous macro-economic situation across as well as within member states 
puts additional strain on finding effective solutions to the above challenges, particularly in a European 
Union where enlargement processes are still on-going; 

- Recalling several policy documents by JEF Europe that have already highlighted the importance of free 
movement rights in the EU such as the Political Platform, and Resolutions on ‘Empowering Young 
People’ as well as on ‘Unity among European Citizens.’ 

 
Therefore, JEF Europe 
 
Calls upon immediate measures that preserve and advance our core achievement of European integration – 
genuine free movement for all European citizens; 
 
1. Full and correct implementation of EU legislation on free movement 
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Urges member states to discard the current drafting of new legislation that will restrict free movement of 
EU citizens as well as their concomitant cross-border residence and welfare rights; 
Prompts member states further to timely and correctly implement EU legislation on free movement and 
cross-border welfare rights for workers, particularly Directive 2014/54/EU, as well as for all EU citizens in 
general, especially Directive 2004/38/EC; 
Further reminds relevant decision-makers in member states that this correct implementation does not end 
with the transposition into domestic legislation but importantly also requires the respective adaptation of 
administrative processes; 
Invites policy-makers in the EU and on the national level to consider further opportunities to cut red tape, 
particularly in relation to identity and residence documents, and to enhance cross-border administrative co-
operation so to facilitate the exercise of free movement rights even further; 
 
2. More comprehensive and correct information on free movement rights to EU citizens 
Believes in the importance of EU citizens being correctly informed about their free movement rights in the 
Union, including residence and welfare rights, in order to attain the full potential of European integration 
feasible to-date; 
Reminds that this information should particularly address young people so that they can easily find out about 
possibilities to develop their skills, find a job, and thus contribute to growth in the EU; 
Invokes not only European institutions and member states to comprehensively inform their citizens on free 
movement rights through portals such as ‘Your Europe,’ ‘Europe Direct,’ or ‘EURES’ but also the media to 
correctly portray relevant EU provisions and their benefits for citizens; 
 
3.   Reconsidering qualifying periods for residence and welfare right 
Prompts a mid-term revision of the Citizenship Directive 2004/38/EC as regards qualifying periods for 
permanent residence status and accessing welfare benefits in order to further facilitate free movement in 
the EU; 
Advises prolonging the period of unconditional residence rights for EU citizens in other member states from 
three to six months in a long-term perspective; 
Suggests shortening the qualifying period for attaining permanent residence status for EU citizens living in 
other member states from five to three years in the long-term, entailing an equally shortened period of 
access to welfare benefits for those not in employment; 
 
4.   Enhancing mutual recognition of professional qualifications 
Recommends facilitating the mobility of citizens throughout Europe, especially of the younger generation, 
by recognising foreign university diplomas or training certificates and other professional qualifications more 
quickly via more efficient administrative procedures 
Proposes transferring the current threefold and unclear approach to recognising professional qualifications 
in the EU, which includes mutual recognition of formal and non-formal qualifications as well as partial 
harmonisation, into a simpler comprehensive one; 
 
5.   Broadening foreign language tuition 
Calls for the Member States to provide integration and language courses for in-coming migrants should 
migrants wish to have it, collectively financed by, member states and, for instance, the European Social Fund; 
Endorses broader foreign language tuition in schools and encourages a member-state wide comparison of 
the quality of foreign language teaching in order to specifically pressure and support member states with 
low performance to improve their teaching; 
 
6.   Reducing macro-economic imbalances across Europe as a long-term solution 
Recalls that the adjustment of macro-economic imbalances, not only across member states but, importantly 
and often ignored, also within countries, has to be a priority for further EU policy-making to ease challenges 
for member states associated with free movement of EU citizens; 
 
7.   Establishing a European Mobility Fund 
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Supports the demand for a European Mobility Fund, which should assist member states reporting 
disproportionate pressure on their social security systems resulting from immigration of EU citizens into their 
country, potentially through temporary co-funding; 
Recommends that this fund could initially be financed by transfers from funds, similar to the European 
Globalisation Fund while a proper budget line is being set up; 
 
8.   Facilitating genuine freedom of movement for all 
Endorses measures that facilitate family reunification across member states such as further supporting the 
search for a new school for migrants’ children or aiding the application for welfare benefits; 
Encourages policy-makers to also ease free movement rights to citizens from candidate countries into the 
EU in order to facilitate future integration processes; 
Reminds that free movement of persons in the EU as one of the core achievements of European integration 
and that it can only be truly sustained and advanced by consolidated actions – uniting people from all spheres 
of public life such as politics, media, and civil society; 
 
9.   Promoting a new vision on free movement in Europe – the role of JEF 
Calls upon our own members to become active in externally promoting our vision on free movement in 
Europe, for example by issuing policy briefs on the issue to address decision-makers directly, or by publishing 
articles in relevant journals or on web fora to inform the wider public; 
Further invites our sections to internally raise awareness and knowledge on free movement, citizenship and 
welfare rights in the EU by, for instance, conducting JEF-wide actions on specific occasions such as the 
European Day of Languages and domestic or international seminars as well as by further promoting cross-
border co-operations between neighbouring JEF sections. 
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 JEF RESOLUTION ON MANAGING IMMIGRATION AT EUROPEAN LEVEL 

Adopted by JEF Federal Committee, Uppsala on 21 April 2015 

JEF Europe, 

- Underlining that migrants have rights and duties, as stated in the European Convention of Human Rights 
(ECHR) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

- Considering that the management of migration has become more challenging and concerns the entire 
European continent due to introduction of the Schengen system; 

- Being aware of the fact that most immigrants want to reach northern and western countries, as shown 
by the difference in political asylum requests between the countries of the European Union (EU); 

-  Considering that the current European framework is insufficient in dealing with the immigration 
challenges and opportunities since immigration policy requires strong cohesion with a budget financed 
by own resources and with a more concrete EU Common Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and common 
management of borders at European level; 

- Considering that the European immigration policy is merely a reactive one, and that the only way to 
implement a pro-active policy is to formulate and realise a development plan, which only a European 
government can design; 

- Considering that assistance and translation, provided for migrants when they have to deal with 
administrative matters, are insufficient; 

- Concerned by the fact that illegal migrants that reach Europe often live in difficult conditions in reception 
centres in several European countries which are regularly criticised by civil rights non-governmental 
organisations, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Council of 
Europe, because they are violating human dignity and breaching articles 3 and 13 of the ECHR, as the 
European Court of Human Rights has stated; 

- Concerned by the fact that the lack of an adequate control on migratory flows is facilitating the spread 
of human trafficking and is allowing organised crime to control a significant portion of illegal migratory 
flows; 

- Considering that serious breaches of Schengen-provisions by national police units are recurring and that 
this is undermining the trust of European citizens in effective border management; 

- Concerned by the fact that a lack of integration and inefficient management of immigration can lead to 
xenophobia, which is strongly linked with nationalism and anti-European populism, which is slowing 
down the Union process(es); 

- Highly concerned by the fact that thousands of migrants have died trying to reach Europe in recent years 
with media calling the Mediterranean Sea the “cemetery of Europe”; 

- Considering that the above stated problems cannot be solved on a local or a national level; 
 
JEF Europe therefore 
 
1. Condemns the refusal by almost all the Members States to activate the Council Directive 2001/55/CE, 
which states that “the European Union (EU) adopts legislation laying down standards common to all Member 
States for giving temporary protection to persons fleeing their countries in the event of a mass influx of 
displaced persons in the Union”; 
 
2. Urges the serious involvement of the EU governments and the European Parliament in achieving, as soon 
as possible, the objectives of further integration proposed by the annual reports on immigration of the 
European Commission without any further nationalistic claim; 
 
3. Calls to consider the development of a special fund managed by a European Agency of Immigration (EAI) 
and distributed on the local level in order to achieve a better cultural and social integration of immigrants; 
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4. Calls for the introduction of special integration measures, in the Member States, in order to integrate 
migrants into cultures and communities and to respect their basic human rights; 
 
5. Calls for the implementation of common competence standards and examinations on the EU level in order 
to recognise the actual knowledge and abilities of migrants who obtained diplomas and degrees outside of 
the European Union; 
 
6. Calls for an immigration flow management led by the EAI from the border control to the reception and 
detention centres; 
 
7. Calls for deeper cooperation between the police departments of Member States; 
 
8. Calls for building the basis for a new federal law enforcement agency at the EU level under the control of 
a democratic and sovereign power to fight against organised crime, human trafficking and all other illegal 
offences crossing the national borders of EU member states; 
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 UEF RESOLUTION ON EU MIGRATION POLICY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

 
Adopted by UEF Federal Committee, Brussels on 18 April 2015 

 

Bearing in mind that 
 
- the EU has now more than 15 years' experience in EU common migration policy and that has developed 

and implemented during this period three specific programs aimed at the establishment of a coherent 
framework on migration policy. 

- in 2013 the EU succeeded in adopting a new Common European Asylum System. Despite this progress, 
additional concrete actions were necessary for responding to the tragic events taking place off the coast 
of Lampedusa where 366 migrants lost their lives. In this context in October 2013, the European 
Parliament adopted a resolution on migration flows in the Mediterranean, and shortly after this, the 
Council set up "Task force Mediterranean".  

- for 2014 the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimated that the number of Refugees, 
asylum-seekers and internally displaced people worldwide exceeded 50 million people and spoke "of 
the worst humanitarian crisis of our time" with Syrians having become the largest refugee population.   

- for Europe in particular, the situation has not improved as the number of deaths at sea is estimated by 
the UNHCR to be more than 3000, the people that have crossed the EU external border irregularly is 
more than 230,000 and the total number of asylum applications has increased by more than 30%  
compared to the same period in 2013.  

- according to recent estimates, more than 90% of all asylum seekers enter Europe in an irregular manner 
as there are very limited possibilities for people in need of protection to enter and stay legally in an EU 
Member State; therefore the assessment of their asylum application is conducted after arrival in the 
first country of entry (Dublin Regulation rules).  

- the large majority of those people heading for Sicily or for a Greek island do not intend to seek asylum 
in Italy or Greece but they move on towards northern Europe.   

- statistical data of 2014 confirm that Germany and Sweden received nearly two-thirds of the Syrian 
protection seekers in Europe.  

- the absence of legal ways to enter the EU leads people in need of protection to resort to smuggling 
networks to reach the EU, crossing the external border under risky conditions; as a consequence of this, 
resorting to smugglers exposes asylum seekers and migrants to risks for their lives and physical integrity. 

- in addition, the EU Member States are required to close down their diplomatic and consular 
representations in war-torn countries for security and political reasons, so for the nationals of these 
countries is very difficult to apply for a visa in the country of origin.  

- the current EU law on visa does not provide for separate humanitarian visa although Member States 
Consular offices have the possibility to issue a short stay visa with limited territorial validity on 
humanitarian grounds, a concept which remains undefined in the EU law.  

- the Council Conclusions of October 2014 on "Taking action to better manage migration flows" stressed 
the need to act with no delay and additional concrete actions have been proposed, notably with a view 
to preventing hazardous journeys by sea;  

- in November 2014 in its statement at the European Parliament plenary debate on Migration 
Commissioner Avramopoulos announced the European Commission’s commitment to exploring new 
avenues in particular the possibility of developing a common approach to issuing humanitarian visas to 
allow those in need to come to Europe and apply extraterritorially for protection.  

- the establishment of common rules for protected entry procedures will increase the internal security in 
the EU, as the collection of biometric data and searches in existing Entry Data Bases will help identify 
possible security risks; in addition, the demand of human smuggling will be reduced as will the risk for 
persons to become victims of human trafficking.   

- the European Commission has announced its intention to present a new comprehensive European 
agenda on migration end of May 2015, exploring, in particular, legal ways for entry for labour migration 



 

 

 
   

Joint Meeting 
JEF Political Commission on Internal Policies 
UEF Political Commission on Social Europe 

Maastricht | 10-11 October 2015 

12 

and for people seeking protection.  This can give also the possibility to increase solidarity among EU 
member states and extent pilot experience on relocation. 

- the need to update the comprehensive Resolution adopted by UEF in 2012 which recalled the main 
challenges in the area of EU Migration policy and set clear policy priorities for the future,  
 

The Federal Committee of the Union of European Federalists, meeting in Brussels on 17-18 April 2015, 
commits itself to taking all necessary actions at its level 
 

- to promote,  at EU level, a comprehensive humanitarian approach to migration policy in line with  the 
principles and rights set out in the EU Charter of Fundamental rights and in particular, the right to asylum 
and  the respect of the non-refoulement principle.  

- to ensure that persons fleeing armed conflict or persecution and who are in need of international 
protection should have effective access to asylum procedures in the EU Member States and consider 
legal ways for assessing asylum applications made outside EU territory.  

- to support concrete actions aimed at ensuring migrant children’s rights, in particular for undocumented 
and unaccompanied minors. 

- to encourage the development of alternative measures to migrants’ detention and clear prohibition 
rules for the detention of children for immigration reasons.   

- to support development in the EU of common rules for emergency resettlement for the most vulnerable 
groups of persons requesting international protection. 

- to support the establishment by each EU Member State of resettlement programmes according to their 
capacity ensuring that sufficient solidarity funds are made available to that purpose. 

- to develop EU relocation Rules defining a quota system based on  selected criteria (such as the country 
population, or GDP ) for each EU Member State  and targeting in particular groups  of refugees at 
heightened risk. 

- to reinforce the migration dimension under the EU Human Rights Dialogues with third countries for the 
period 2015-2020.    

- to strengthen the internal and external coordination and coherence among EU bodies and institutions 
on Migration Policy, setting up a permanent and structured forum for dialogue on this issue for the 
coming years. 
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 EUD STATEMENT ON ASYLUM AND IMMIGRATION POLICY 

 

Adopted by EUD-Presidium on 19 September 2015 (original German version) 

 

A European asylum and immigration policy now! 
Restore Europe's cohesion! 

 
The Europa Union Deutschland (Union of European Federalists Germany) asks the European Parliament, 
the Commission and the governments of the Member States to do everything in their power so that the 
European Union proves itself in the refugee crisis and that the European idea is not damaged. The Member 
States must return to cooperation and common policies. 
  
It should be noted that: 
 

1. All EU Member States are obliged to grant political refugees the right of asylum. 
 

2. Refugees from war-torn areas such as Syria, Afghanistan or Iraq are to be quickly recognised as 
refugees or tolerated on humanitarian grounds for the duration of the crisis. 

 
3. People who want to come to the EU because of poor economic or social living environment in 

their home countries can only be taken if this is in the interest of the receiving Member State and 
temporarily if necessary on humanitarian grounds. The common European asylum system must be 
rapidly accompanied by emergency measures and thereafter by a totally revised permanent 
mechanism. 

 
The EU member states have to work in the spirit of partnership and solidarity for a common European asylum 
and immigration policy and a strong role of the Community institutions therein. The proposals that President 
Juncker has presented to the Parliament are a good basis. The aim should be common European asylum and 
refugee legislation. In view of the dramatic situation this must be a priority for all Member States. 
 
A consensus of all 28 EU member states would be preferable to any other options, but dissent must not 
prevent closer cooperation of willing EU members should no progress be possible otherwise. 
 
To prevent people entrust themselves to smugglers and taking dangerous routes to Europe, an asylum 
procedure, allowing legal entries, must be established at European embassies or in new centres in the 
countries concerned. For this purpose the existing instrument of the international humanitarian visa could 
also be exploited. 
 
For the Western Balkan countries that are not members of the EU, but which have the perspective of 
accession, possibilities for legal labour migration must be provided. 
 
In the most affected countries of the EU, where refugees arrive, special reception centres ("hotspots") must 
be built with the support of the EU. Simultaneously, the EU's external borders must be secured as much as 
possible. 
 
The asylum procedure must be EU-wide, uniform and in full compliance with the Geneva Convention. 
Additional resources must be allocated to the relevant authorities to expand their capacity and ability to 
process asylum applications quickly. 
 
The deadline for the recognition or rejection of asylum applications must be as short as possible so that 
recognised refugees can be distributed from reception centres to the EU Member States and so that those 

http://www.europa-union.de/fileadmin/files_eud/PDF-Dateien_EUD/EUD_Beschluesse/EUD_Beschluesse_2015/20150919_PR%C3%84_Eine_europ%C3%A4ische_Asyl-_und_Einwanderungspolitik_-_Jetzt.pdf
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affected can return to everyday life with permanent accommodation as soon as possible. This must be done 
on the basis of a fair allocation formula, considering the gross domestic product, population, unemployment 
rate and the proportion of already recorded refugees. 
 
The recognised refugees must immediately obtain a work permit and be able to start training. In particular, 
young people need to be integrated into education and training systems as quickly as possible. Rejected 
claimants should be returned within a short period of time. 
 
The EU must develop a strategy for dealing with the causes and sources of refugee flows from the Middle 
East, Africa and Libya. This requires the use of all existing options and instruments in the fields of 
humanitarian and development aid, trade policy, investment promotion and political-diplomatic initiatives 
including the deployment of peacekeepers in the framework of a UN mandate. A common European refugee 
policy must be accompanied by a common foreign and security policy. 
 
These are measures to be implemented in the short term. In the medium term, the common asylum and 
refugee policy must to become an EU-wide policy and should be accompanied by a fair trade and sustainable 
European climate policy. 
 
The freedom to travel within the Schengen area must be fully re-established as soon as possible. Border 
controls can and may only be temporary. Member States must use this time to immediately implement a 
coherent common policy. 
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 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 FIRST NAME SURNAME COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE 

Mr Christos Avdellas Belgium 

Mr Oliver Bossert Germany 

Mr Leclerc Christophe France 

Mr Dominikos Kyriakos Chrysidis Belgium 

Ms Sarah Dejaegher Belgium 

Mr Travis Dixon Other country 

Mr Gabriel Erens Belgium (Netherlands) 

Mr Ignacio Esteban Spain 

Ms Lioba Gasser Gasser Netherlands 

Ms Céline Geissmann France 

Ms Pauline Gessant France 

Ms Teresa Geyer Belgium 

Ms Olivia Geymond Belgium 

Ms Daphni Gogou Belgium 

Mr Klemens Kober Germany 

Ms Eva Lacikova Netherlands 

Mr Yves Lacroix Netherlands 

Mr Josef Ladenhauf Austria 

Mr Arne Langlet Belgium 

Mr Anton Lazarus Belgium 

Ms Elisa Lironi Belgium 

Ms Mana Livardjani Belgium 

Mr Ian Lovering Netherlands 

Mr David M Garcia Belgium 

Ms Leonie Martin Belgium 

Mr François Mennerat France 

Ms Alina Morgoci France 

Mr Morten Munch Jespersen Belgium 

Mr Peter Oomsels Belgium 

Mr Simon Paetzold France 

Mr Gilberto Pelosi Belgium 

Mr Saúl Peña Netherlands 

Ms Claudine Pruvost France 

Ms Bojana Ristanovic Serbia 

Ms Pilar Llorente Ruiz de Azua Belgium 

Mr Domenec Ruiz Devesa Belgium 

Ms Irene Sabio Gallego Belgium 

Ms Nitiphan Saengsila Netherlands 

Mr Florian  Sanden Germany (Netherlands) 

Ms Angelika Schenk Germany 

Ms Ratana Supapong Netherlands 

Mr Paolo Vacca Belgium 

Mr Fons Wilmes Belgium 

Ms Alexandra Wood Netherlands 

Mr Jakub Zientala Netherlands 
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 PARTICIPATION CONDITIONS 
 

 

 
For participants from outside Maastricht a refundable €100 confirmation payment is requested to secure 
your place at this event. In order to help to finance some of the costs of this event a contribution of €100 is 
requested, this contribution can be paid either with cash or with the donation of your travel documents as 
expenses.  

 
If your travel to Maastricht and back costs more than €100 we will refund the difference up to a maximum 
refund of €250. If you journey to Maastricht and back costs less than €100 we can deduct the difference 
from your confirmation payment.  
 
The contribution you make is towards the costs of hosting this event, over the two days the UEF will provide 
all catering (Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast and coffee breaks), accommodation, the venue and various 
materials and resources. For accommodation in a single room an additional charge will apply, please note 
this preference on the registration form and contact the UEF Secretariat for more information. 
 
If you are resident in Maastricht or do not require accommodation a contribution of €30 is requested if you 
would like to attend the meal on Saturday evening. 
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 PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 MAP & VENUES 
 

 

 

 

MEETING VENUE 
StayOkay Maastricht 
Maasboulevard 101, 6211 JW, Maastricht 
 
BOTEL MAASTRICHT 
Maasboulevard 95, 6211 JW, Maastricht 
 
DINNER VENUE 
Restaurant Antonis 
Kesselskade 49-50, 6211 EN, Maastricht 
 
TRANSPORT 
Maastricht Central Station 
 

 
Directions from Maastricht Station 
 
Walk towards the city centre and turn left at the river. Cross the river over the “Hoge Brug” and turn left. 
The Botel and StayOkay are both located within the Stadspark.  
 

http://www.ns.nl/en
http://www.ns.nl/en
http://www.ns.nl/en
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 UEF STAFF CONTACT 
 

 

In case of emergency, you can reach us by phone on +32 2 508 30 30. 
 

  
Paolo VACCA 

Secretary-General 
@PaoloVaccaUEF 

 

Mana LIVARDJANI 
Director 

@ManaLivardjani 

  
Anton LAZARUS 

Actions & Network Officer 
David M. GARCIA 

Policy & Advocacy Officer 
@DvdMGrc 

 

 
Christos AVDELLAS 

Policy & Advocacy Officer 
@ChrisAvdellas 

 
 

UEF European Secretariat,  
Square de Meeûs 25 | B - 1000 Brussels 

secretariat@federalists.eu  

                   

mailto:secretariat@federalists.eu
https://www.facebook.com/european.federalist
https://twitter.com/federalists/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/uef?goback=.nmp_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1&trk=company_name
https://plus.google.com/109701882004416481476/posts
http://vimeo.com/europeanfederalists
http://www.youtube.com/user/EuropeanFederalists/
http://european-federalists.wikispaces.com/WELCOME+VISITOR

