
 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

OF 

THE UNION OF EUROPEAN FEDERALISTS (UEF) 
 

As adopted by the UEF Federal Committee as referred to in Art.36 of the Statutes, on 12 October 2008 in Paris 

 
Chapter I : Members and constituent organisations 
 

Members 
 
Art. 1 1. The U.E.F. shall encourage individual members to organise themselves at local, regional 

and national level, but as long as no constituent organisation is present (or not truly existing in 
practice) in the member’s country of residence, transitorily direct individual U.E.F. 
membership will be allowed and supported until such organisations do exist and are efficient. 

 
2. Any individual may be a member of the UEF who accepts its aims, statutes and Rules of 
Procedure and pays an annual subscription, the amount of which is fixed in conformity with 
Article 6 of the Statutes. 

 
Art.2 Regional and local groups which organise themselves in accordance with federalist and 

democratic principles will be endowed with transitory direct U.E.F. membership, as long as no 
national constituent organisation is set. Regional and local U.E.F. groups will be encouraged 
to set up national organisations as soon as possible. 

 
 

Constituent and candidate organisations 
 
Art. 3 1. Acceptance of new constituent organisations to UEF depends on the approval of the 

Federal Committee of a proposal from the UEF Executive Bureau. 
 

2. Constituent organisations are defined geographically. It is nevertheless possible for 
members, employees of the European Union institutions, to form a constituent group and be 
called « European Group ». 

  
Art. 4 Each year before the 1st of March constituent organizations shall send to the General 

Secretariat of UEF full information about the number of members and the composition of their 
governing organs. 

 
Art.5 With reference to Art. 6, par.1-3 of the statutes the following shall apply to new constituent 

organisations: 
 a) A group may be accepted as a candidate organisation by the Federal Committee and be 

accepted as a full member constituent organisation by the Federal Committee after at least 
ONE year as a candidate organisation. 

 
 b) Organisations applying to the Federal Committee to become a candidate organisation, and 

candidate organisations applying to the FC to become a full constituent organisation, shall 
provide to the Federal Committee: 
i) Their statutes 

 ii) List of current Bureau members and officers 
 iii) Membership list 
 iv) Other internal and publicity literature 
 v) A list of recent activities. 

c) Candidate organisations shall pay no membership fees and have no voting rights. 
d) A candidate organisation whose application for full membership is rejected by the FC, may 
reapply for full membership at the subsequent FC. If the second application should be 
rejected or no second application is made, the organisation’s status as a candidate 
organisation shall lapse automatically. 

 If candidate organisations do not apply for full membership within two years after having been 
accepted as candidate organisation, the organisation’s status as a candidate organisation 
shall lapse automatically. 

 



  

 
Subscriptions and supervision 
 
Art. 6 The Federal Committee shall fix the amount of the annual subscription in conformity with Art. 

6, Par 5 of the Statutes at the latest at its last meeting of each year. 
 
Art. 7 The payment of an annual subscription shall constitute one method of assessing the number 

of members of the UEF.  The constituent organisation shall, at the request of the Executive 
Bureau, accept scrutiny of membership records of their offices, or provide the list of members 
with names and addresses. 

 
 The payment of membership fees shall be transferred to the account of UEF according to the 

following rules 
- 1st instalment (50%): before the 1st of July of each year 
- 2nd instalment (50%) before the 1st of October of each year 

 
 
Termination of membership 
 
Art.8 The Federal Committee can decide to terminate membership of constituent organisations on 

proposal of the Executive Bureau for sound reasons, such as the non-payment of 
membership fees for a period of two subsequent years, damage done to the U.E.F. through 
statements or deeds, violation of the statutes of UEF.  

 
 

U.E.F. “Liaison Committee” 
 
Art. 9 A Liaison Committee will assemble organisations, which do not wish to join the U.E.F. 

completely or do not fulfil membership requirements entirely, but share our federal aims and 
wish to co-operate with the U.E.F. They shall be endowed with a consultative voice in the 
UEF FC and Congress meetings, but no voting right, donating a minimum of € 100 per year 
(or minimum of € 250 in the case of European or international organisations). 

 



  

Chapter II: Statutory Bodies 
 
Art.10 1) Voting shall be by showing of hands or voting cards. If requested by a delegate or member 

entitled to vote a secret ballot shall be organized.  
 

2) Unless otherwise required by the Statutes or the Rules of Procedure, a vote is passed 
when approved by the majority of the votes expressed, abstentions counted. 

 
 3) For elections there shall normally be a secret ballot. In case of only one proposal for 

election it shall be possible – unless opposition is raised – to elect by showing of hands or 
delegates’ cards. 

 
4) Procedural motions, Points of Order and Points of Information  

 
a) Any delegate shall have the right to propose any of the following procedural motions. A 

procedural motion shall be adopted by consensus or put to a vote immediately with a 
discussion of two one-minute speeches, by one speaker in favour and one against. 
The delegate can for example propose the following motions: 

- A motion to change the membership of the Presidium. 
- A motion to overrule a decision of the Presidium. 
- A motion to close the list of speakers on a specific motion or amendment. 
- A motion to move to the next business. 
- A motion to restrict the time available to each speaker. 
- A motion to exclude from the meeting person(s) causing a disturbance. 
- A motion to adopt or to amend the agenda or timetable. 
- A motion to change the persons counting the votes. 
- A motion to postpone the decision. 
- A motion to move to an immediate vote. 

 
b) Any delegate shall have the right to raise a point of order, that is, to draw the attention 

of the Presidium to the fact that the procedure or discussion is not in accordance with 
the rules of procedure or the statutes or previously agreed procedural motions. 

 
c)  The Presidium may at its discretion allow points of information to be made. Points of 
information are to be brief and must relate to facts and not give an opinion. The Presidium 
may choose not to accept such points if a delegate is abusing the procedure to gain 
additional speaking rights or if time for debate is limited. 

 
Art.11  1. Only members of the statutory body concerned and constituent organizations are eligible 

for submitting resolutions. 
 

2. Only resolutions submitted before the deadline will be taken up. 
 
3. Last minute compromise amendments may be proposed by the ‘rapporteurs’. 
Emergency Resolutions may be tabled, if put forward by the Executive Bureau or the 
Presidium of the Congress, once the Bureau has been discharged or by 10% of the 
members of the statutory body concerned coming from at least three constituent 
organisations. 
 

 
Art.12 The minutes of the meetings of the Congress, the Executive Bureau, the Federal Committee 

as well as of other possible meetings that require minutes shall be written by a person 
appointed by the Secretary-General and having no other responsibilities during the meeting.  
Minutes of all meetings may record resolutions, decisions, motions and votes with all 
necessary explanatory information. A summary of the decisions taken of all statutory 
meetings may be circulated to all delegates and member organisations. The Congress may 
be tape-recorded. Decisions of the Congress and draft minutes of Federal Committee 
meetings may be made available to all delegates and member organisations not later than six 
weeks after the meeting. Final minutes of the Bureau meetings shall be made available to all 
Federal Committee members and member organisations at least four times a year. 

 
 

 



  

The Congress 
 
 
Credential Committee 
 
Art. 13 The Credential Committee shall consist of the Treasurer, the Secretary General or his 

representative, and at least three members appointed by the Federal Committee. 
 
 
Rules of Procedure for the Congress 
 
Art. 14  1. The Congress elects for its meetings: 
 

A) A presidium consisting of three members to chair the Congress on proposal of the Executive 
Bureau according to article 12.3 of the Statutes. The Congress Presidium shall be responsible for 
the functioning of the Congress.  

 
B) The Committee of Tellers consisting of at least three persons who are not candidates for the 

position to be elected. 
 

C) One chair and one rapporteur for each Political Commission and Working Group. 
 

D) A Resolution Committee consisting of three members and, in addition, of the rapporteurs. The 
task of this Committee will be to examine the resolutions and if need be, to propose modifications. 

 
2. The Congress shall be required to vote only on resolutions, motions or agendas reviewed 
by a resolutions committee.   
 

Art. 15 The Congress elects half of the members of the FC. The nomination of half of the members 
of the Federal Committee elected by the constituent organisations shall take place after the 
direct election of the individual members by the Congress. 

 
 
Notice of meetings 
 
Art. 16 1. A minimum of two months notice must be given to the members. 
 

2. Proposals for motions and recommendations coming from the Executive Bureau, President 
or constituent organisations shall be submitted to the General Secretariat at least four weeks 
before the Congress.  
 
3. Subject to the approval of the Resolution Committee emergency motions may be submitted 
at the Congress by at least five percent of the total number of delegates present representing 
at least three constituent organizations. 

 
 
Election of the President of the UEF 
 
Art. 17 1. A nomination for the office of President of the UEF shall be valid provided it is signed by 

10% of delegates or at least three constituent organisations.  Each nomination must have the 
written consent of the nominee. 

 
2. Each nominee shall present himself to the plenary of the Congress before a vote is taken. 

 
 2. No delegate or constituent organisation may sign more than one nomination. 
 
 

The Federal Committee 

 
Notice of meetings 
 
Art. 18  1. The Federal Committee shall meet at least twice each year. 
  



  

2. The Executive Bureau shall convene meetings of the Federal Committee. 
  

3. The Executive Bureau shall convene the Federal Committee at the request of 1/5 of its 
members. 
 
4. The Federal Committee shall elect a presidium of not less than 3 of its members to chair 
its meeting. The Presidium shall be responsible for the functioning of the Federal 
Committee. 

 
5. The Federal Committee shall elect the Vice-Presidents and the other members of the 
Executive Bureau at its first meeting immediately following the Congress. Each nominee 
shall present himself to the plenary of the Federal Committee before a vote is taken. 

  
6. Notice of meeting, including the proposed agenda and the draft resolutions, must be sent 
out at least six full weeks in advance. 

 

 

The Executive Bureau 
 
Art. 19 1) The President shall convene at least four meetings of the Executive Bureau each year. 
 

2) The President must convene the Executive Bureau if requested by 1/3 of its members. 
 
Art. 20 The President must convene the Bureau if requested to do so by 1/3 of its members. 
 

 

The Arbitration Board 
 
Art. 21 Nominations to the Arbitration Board must be signed by 10% of the delegates coming from at 

least three countries.  All nominations must have the written consent of the constituent 
organisations. 

Art. 22 An appeal may be lodged with the Arbitration Board through the General Secretariat by: 
 
 1. Any individual member of the UEF 
 2.  Any constituent organisation 
 3.  Any organ of the UEF 
 
Art. 23 The Arbitration Board may establish its own Rules of Procedure and elect its own 

Chairperson and elect a rapporteur for each case. 
 
Art. 24 Members of the Arbitration Board may be present at meetings of the Federal Committee.  

They have no vote. 
 
 

Chapter III: The General Secretariat 
 
Art. 25 1. The General Secretariat shall operate in close co-operation with JEF-Europe. 
 
 2. The Secretary-General employs the staff of the Secretariat in consultation with the 

President and the Treasurer. 
 

Chapter IV: Financial guidelines 
 
Art. 26 Financial guidelines shall be drawn up by the Executive Bureau. They shall be annexed to 

the Rules of procedure. 
 


