
TOWARDS EUROPEAN DEFENCE 
EUROPEAN FEDERALISTS’ PROPOSALS

ENHANCED POLITICAL UNION

WITHIN LISBON TREATY WITH TREATY CHANGE

A Permanent Structured Cooperation, as provided in 
the Lisbon Treaty, should be established to enable 
the group of EU Member States willing to proceed 
with closer defence integration to do so. 

EUROPEAN PERMANENT 
MILITARY FORCES

EUROPEAN MILITARY 
HEADQUARTER 

- To plan and run military missions

- To complement EU Civilian Planning & Conduct Capability

- Able to respond to crisis without relying on NATO 

- Run by a European Military Operations Commander

- To scale up and transform current rotating Battlegroups 

in permanent European forces

- To integrate current military and civilian forces engaged 

in European and UN missions

- To integrate all forces and assets currently in European missions

- Deployed in European missions upon decision of the Council of 

Defence Ministers (to be set up)

EUROPEAN FUND  
FOR DEFENCE

- To replace current mechanism where each state finances its 

forces in EU missions

- To finance defence research and development projects

- To fund the acquisition of infrastructural assets at EU level, 

operation of Military HQ and EU missions

- Financed by European own resources (defence tax and European 

defence bonds) and national contributions based on GDP

The European Commission should 
assume a greater executive role 
building around the role of the 

High Representative
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Upgrading the European Parliament 
subcommittee on Security and 

Defence to a fully-fledged committee

The European Parliament should be 
granted full involvement in defence 
matters on an equal footing with the 

Council

A Council configuration of Defence 
Ministers should be created and 

chaired by the High Representative

The decision-making process in the 
Council should shift from unanimity 

to qualified majority voting

PERMANENT STRUCTURED 
COOPERATION


