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PROPOSALS FOR RESOLUTIONS 

 

PROPOSAL FOR RESOLUTION [3.1] OF THE UEF FEDERAL COMMITTEE ON THE NEED FOR A 

DETERMINED COMMON DIPLOMACY FOR A SOVEREIGN EUROPEAN UNION 

Submitted by François Mennerat & Jean Marsia

The Federal Committee of the Union of European Federalists, gathering in Rome in November 23-24; 1 

- Considering that the peoples of Europe cherish their independence from any dominant global 2 

power and are not willing to fall under the control or be at the mercy of any of them, which feeling 3 

underlies the concept of European sovereignty; 4 

- Considering at the same time that European citizens are growingly aware of their shared destiny 5 

and of their evident common interests and of the common goods pertaining to them, among which 6 

a legacy of joint humanist values and principles that form the basic constituents of a specifically 7 

European civilisation and together need to be protected and promoted; 8 

- Considering that ongoing changes in worldwide relations, particularly in the EU’s close 9 

neighbourhood, bring increasing evidence of the need that any threats, external or internal, be 10 

addressed according to a common approach so as to deliver as swiftly as possible effective 11 

common responses; 12 

- Considering however the ever compelling necessity to account for a possibly legitimate variety of 13 

perspectives among several member States in relation to their past or still recent history, but at 14 

the same time however the ongoing necessity to foster a frank convergence towards the building 15 

of a shared diplomatic understanding and culture that sets our shared destiny as the prevailing 16 

requirement, which implies a persistent loyalty to common decisions made following a fully 17 

democratic process; 18 

- Considering the inextricable link and somehow circular relationship between diplomatic moves and 19 

the existence of a defence system that strengthens, supports their gravity and make them credible; 20 

- Considering the now well-established aspiration to a European common defence framework 21 

including a variety of dedicated institutions, if not eventually a so-called European army whatever 22 

its format and organisation, while little attention if any has so far been paid to the political decision 23 

process that would lead to the use of their means, which makes the likeliness of their use strongly 24 

arguable, ever; 25 

- Considering that meanwhile no European sovereignty can be claimed at truly European level as 26 

long as each Member State keeps entitled to take unilateral uncoordinated and possibly 27 

contradictory diplomatic or defence initiatives; 28 

- Considering nevertheless that the instatement of a consistent and powerful common European 29 

diplomacy expressing a credible European word on the world stage, implies that several critical 30 

issues be lucidly, bravely and responsibly raised; 31 

- Considering, in that respect, and contrary to what several Member States argue, that the European 32 

Union would be better heard and taken more seriously if it benefited from a single common 33 

permanent seat in the UN Security Council; 34 

- Considering moreover that the possession of deterrent nuclear weapons should not be left to the 35 

sole appreciation and initiative of one or two Member States who decide either alone or according 36 

to the goodwill of a foreign power about their status and the rules for their use while the 37 

consequence would indeed be shared by all European peoples, which means that instead that 38 
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possession should be based upon a common European diplomatic and strategic doctrine, without 39 

which they are unusable thus useless; 40 

Stresses that, among the many items to be addressed, the following set of changes in support to European 41 

sovereignty should be included in an overdue new Treaty, in order to be introduced particularly by those 42 

Member States that would be ready to progress together and become a Federal core within the broader 43 

European Union: 44 

- The European External Action Service be elevated to the status of a common European Ministry of 45 

Foreign affairs; 46 

- With the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, currently a vice 47 

president of the European Commission, nominally becoming the European Minister of Foreign 48 

Affairs, still as a member and under the responsibility of the European Commission, under the 49 

democratic control of the European Parliament; 50 

- Any diplomatic functions should be taken over by proper EU embassies, being the diplomatic 51 

representations of the whole Union and therefore the arm of the European Ministry of Foreign 52 

Affairs. 53 

Rome, 23-24 November 2019 54 

AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSAL FOR A RESOLUTION 3.1 

 

Amendment n. 1 submitted by UEF France 

 

Line number(s): 4-5 

Original text Amended text 

- Considering that the peoples of Europe cherish 

their independence from any dominant global 

power and are not willing to fall under the control or 

be at the mercy of any of them, which feeling 

underlies the concept of European sovereignty; 

- Considering at the same time that European 

citizens are growingly aware of their shared destiny 

Considering that the peoples of Europe cherish their 

independence from any dominant global power and 

are not willing to fall under the control or be at the 

mercy of any of them, which feeling underlies the 

concept of European sovereignty; 

- Considering at the same time that European 

citizens are growingly aware of their shared destiny 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 

We are a federalist organisation, aiming at proposing the positive changes 

Europe should strive for. Starting the resolution in negative terms does not help 

our reasoning and send a bad signal regarding the overall tone of the resolution. 
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Amendment n. 2 submitted by François Mennerat 

 

Line number(s): After line 25 (new) 

Original text Amended text 

 - Considering, in this view, that a European defence 

ambition and posture cannot consist essentially in 

the development of a weapon systems industry for 

the sake of a handful of Member States and the real 

objectives of which keep ambiguous and in urgent 

need of clarification if it is to become a truly pan-

European move; 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 
 

 

Amendment n. 3 submitted by UEF France 

 

Line number(s): Before line 32 (new) 

Original text Amended text 

 The EU diplomacy to replace the different 

diplomacies of the Member States 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 

If we understood correctly, the resolution aims at stating that we need an EU 

diplomacy to replace the ones of the Member states. If so, it should be clarified 

in order to avoid confusion. 

 

Amendment n. 4 submitted by UEF France 

 

Line number(s): 32-34 

Original text Amended text 
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- Considering, in that respect, and contrary to what 

several Member States argue, that the European 

Union would be better heard and taken more 

seriously if it benefited from a single common 

permanent seat in the UN Security Council; 

- Considering, in that respect, and contrary to what 

several Member States argue, that the European 

Union would be better heard and taken more 

seriously if it benefited from a single common 

permanent seat in the UN Security Council; 

- Demands a single common permanent seat in the 

UN Security Council for the European Union, which 

would help enhance its voice, contrary to what 

several Member States argue 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 

This is an important demand that federalists have had for a long time. It is 

essential to keep it in the operational part of the resolution as it has still not 

become a reality.  

 

Amendment n. 5 submitted by UEF France 

 

Line number(s): 35 – 40 

Original text Amended text 

- Considering moreover that the possession of 

deterrent nuclear weapons should not be left to the 

sole appreciation and initiative of one or two 

Member States who decide either alone or 

according to the goodwill of a foreign power about 

their status and the rules for their use while the 

consequence would indeed be shared by all 

European peoples, which means that instead that 

possession should be based upon a common 

European diplomatic and strategic doctrine, without 

which they are unusable thus useless 

Delete 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 

The federalist project is a peace project, based on the international peace as 

described by Kant. It is thus, in our opinion, a bit problematic thus to state in one 

of our resolutions that the nuclear weapons should or could be used as a 

diplomatic mean. At best, the topic could be mentioned in resolutions related to 

defence. In the current state of play, it would be better to delete the mention 

completely. 

 

Amendment n. 6 submitted by UEF France 
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Line number(s): 41-44 

Original text Amended text 

Stresses that, among the many items to be 

addressed, the following set of changes in support to 

European sovereignty should be included in an 

overdue new Treaty, in order to be introduced 

particularly by those Member States that would be 

ready to progress together and become a Federal 

core within the broader European Union:  

Stresses that, among the many items to be 

addressed, the following set of changes in support to 

European sovereignty should be included in an 

overdue new Treaty, in order to be introduced 

particularly by those Member States that would be 

ready to progress together and become a Federal 

core within the broader European Union: 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 

We believe that the mention of a Federal core as it stands is more confusing than 

it is helpful in the current reasoning.   

 

Amendment n. 7 submitted by UEF France 

 

Line number(s): 51-52 

Original text Amended text 

Any diplomatic functions should be taken over by 

proper EU embassies, being the diplomatic 

representations of the whole Union and therefore 

the arm of the European Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

In non-EU countries, any diplomatic functions should 

be taken over by proper EU embassies, being the 

diplomatic representations of the whole Union and 

therefore the arm of the European Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, thus replacing the embassies of the 

Member States. 

Explanatory statement 

(optional): 

If we understood correctly, the resolution aims at stating that we need an EU 

diplomacy to replace the ones of the Member states. If so, it should be clarified 

in order to avoid confusion. 
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