
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

I CHOOSE EUROPE 
Training for campaigners  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19-20 January 2019  

Mundo-b, Rue d'Edimbourg 26, 1050 Bruxelles  

 

 
 

  

 



 
I CHOOSE EUROPE 

Training for campaigners 
19-20 January 2019 

2 

CONTENTS 

 

CONTENTS ................................................................................................................................................ 2 

INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................................................ 3 

AGENDA .................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Saturday 19 January ................................................................................................................................. 4 

Sunday 20 January .................................................................................................................................... 5 

SPEAKERS .................................................................................................................................................. 6 

MODERATORS .......................................................................................................................................... 7 

DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE EP ........................................................................................................... 8 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION ..................................................................................................................... 15 

TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT ...................................................................................................................... 16 



 
I CHOOSE EUROPE 

Training for campaigners 
19-20 January 2019 

3 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Welcome to the Training for Campaigners “I Choose Europe”. 

At the European Congress in Vienna, the Union of European Federalists has launched its campaign for 

the European Parliament elections in May 2019 with the motto “I choose Europe”. 

This event is an intensive training and coordination event for activists of the Union of European 

Federalists (UEF) and the Young European Federalists engaged in the campaign for the European 

elections at national or local level. 

It will offer participants the chance to: 

 understand the objectives, key messages, plan and timeline of the European campaign and its 

placement in the broader context of UEF and JEF activities; 

 get acquainted and practice the campaign tools (appeal to political parties, pledge for MEP 

candidates, pledge for citizens, campaign manifestos, visual material); 

 engage in skill-building workshops on essential campaign skills such as use of social media, 

advocacy approaches to candidates and political parties, and communication messaging; 

 practise the campaign narrative on the four key thematic areas of the campaign: a Strong 

Europe, a Democratic Europe, a Social Europe, a Federal Europe; 

 align on how to coordinate local and national actions in the frame of the European campaign 

using synergies at best; 

 The event will combine presentations, interactive workshops, small group activities and 

individual feedback sessions. 

 

Interaction and the exchange of ideas and experiences is encouraged – participants will learn from one 

another as well as from expert speakers and facilitators. 

We trust this weekend will empower you to renew your effort as activist and enable you to apply newly 

developed knowledge and skills in an effective manner. 

Engage with speakers, facilitators and other participants and make the best out of this week-end!
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AGENDA 

 

Saturday 19 January  

08:30 - 09:00 

09:00 - 09:45 

 

 

 

 

09:45 - 10:15  

 

 

 

REGISTRATIONS AND WELCOME COFFEE 

OPENING 

 Welcome and outline of the program by Paolo VACCA, UEF Secretary-General 

 Presentation of the facilitator, Judit LANTAI 

 Introduction of participants 

 Targets and desired outcomes 

SESSION I – “I CHOOSE EUROPE: UEF-JEF CAMPAIGN FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS” 

Introduced by Christopher GLÜCK, JEF President and UEF Vice-President 

 Objectives 

 Key messages 

 Plan and Timeline 

 Placement in broader UEF and JEF activities 

10:15 - 11:15 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION II - “I CHOOSE EUROPE: UNDERSTANDING THE CURRENT CAMPAIGN TOOL BOX” 

Presentation of the campaign tools by Pauline GESSANT, UEF Vice President, and Celine GEISSMANN. 
JEF Bureau member: 

 UEF and JEF Campaign Manifestos 

 Appeal to political parties 

 Pledge for candidates 

 Pledge for citizens 

 I choose Europe bus tour 

 Pan-European actions and other key events 

 Website and communication material  

 

Facilitator-led group discussions on how to use each tool and presentation to the plenary 

11:15 - 12:30 SESSION III – “DISCUSSING FURTHER IDEAS, BRAINSTORMING, BEST-PRACTICES” 

Facilitator-led brainstorming on other possible tools, materials and events for the campaign and 
presentation of national JEF and UEF best practices. 

12:30 - 13:30 

13:30 - 15:00 

 

Lunch 

SESSION IV – “HOW TO USE THE CAMPAIGN TOOLS AND COORDINATE THEIR USE WITH UEF AND 
JEF EUROPE" 

Group discussions 

15:00 – 16.00 

 

 

16:00 - 16:30 

SESSION V – PREPARING SUNDAY’S SESSION 

Introduction by Peter OOMSELS 

Organisation of the groups and groups get-together for their preparation activities 

Coffee break 

16:30 – 20:00 

 

 

 

 

WORKSHOPS ON CAMPAIGN SKILLS 

Participants divide in two groups for two rounds of 75 minutes workshops (with short break in 
between): 

 
USING SOCIAL MEDIA 
FOR THE CAMPAIGN 

ENGAGING WITH CANDIDATES 
AND POLITICAL PARTIES 

          REBUTTING 
POPULIST ARGUMENTS 
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20:00 

 
Led by Sarah DEJAEGHER 

Communication Consultant 

 
Led by Paolo VACCA 

UEF Secretary-General 

 
    Led by  Judit LANTAI 

 

Dinner and drinks 

 

Sunday 20 January 

09:00 - 09:30 Coffee time: groups get together for their preparation activities 

09:30 - 13:00 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION V – “CAMPAIGN SKILLS: PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING” 

 Presentation by Peter OOMSELS 

 

 Group exercises tailored to the I choose Europe campaign topics to practice the federalist 

narrative vs the nationalist narrative in the four key themes of the campaign in different 

circumstances  

o A Strong Europe 

o A Democratic Europe 

o A Social Europe 

o A Federal Europe 

 

 Final interactive sessions with selected participants and feedback sessions. 

13:00 - 13:30 

 

 

Evaluation and closing 
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SPEAKERS  

 

Paolo VACCA 

Paolo Vacca is (voluntary) Secretary General of the Union of 

European Federalists (UEF) since 2014. He is also Secretary 

General of The Spinelli Group, a network of federalist members of 

the European and national parliaments and like-minded 

supporters across Europe. A long-time campaigner for European 

unity and federalism, Paolo has organised and contributed to 

countless conferences, seminars, events and grass-root 

campaigns and actions across Europe promoting European 

democracy and European unity. Professionally he works as 

Director Legal Affairs Europe for a global chemical multinational 

with European headquarters in The Netherlands.  

 

 

   

Christopher GLÜCK 

Christopher Glück has been an activist in the federalist 

movement since 2008 and President of the Young European 

Federalists (JEF) since 2015. He has a background in history and 

is a graduate in EU law from the College of Europe. He has been 

working on EU economic affairs and financial regulation first as 

a government official at the UK Treasury and then and as policy 

adviser for a member of the European Parliament following in 

particular the Economic and Monetary Committee. 

 

 

   

Pauline GESSANT 

Pauline Gessant is member of the federalist family since 2003 

and took various responsibilities in JEF, European Movement 

and UEF. She was in particular President of JEF-Europe between 

2011 and 2015, and thus ex-officio member of UEF board. She 

is currently member of the Union of European Federalists - 

France, President of "Friends of JEF" (JEF alumni network) and 

member of European Movement - France Board. She studied 

political sciences and hold a Master's degree in European 

projects at local level. 
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Celine GEISSMANN 

Celine holds a double Master's degree in European Governance 

and Public Administration from Sciences Po Grenoble and 

Konstanz University. She is also a graduate in European 

Economic Studies from the College of Europe. She is an 

Executive Board Member of JEF Europe and former Vice-

President of JEF France. She had several work experiences in 

public administration and politics (Ministry, national and 

European parliament…). She is currently working at Microsoft 

as Government Affairs Coordinator. 

 

 

Peter OOMSELS 

Peter has been a member of JEF, UEF and European Movement 

since 2008, and has served on Boards at the local, national and 

European levels of these organisations. He currently works as 

Specialist in Organisational Development for the Flemish 

Government, after previously serving as Chief of Staff at the 

'Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy' and as 

Doctor-Coordinator of the 'Policy Research Centre for 

Governance Innovation'. He holds a Ph.D. in Social Sciences 

from the University of Leuven and has degrees in Public 

Administration, Policy Economics and Political Science. 

 

 

Sarah DEJAEGHER   

Sarah Dejaegher is a graduate in Communication Studies, 

Public Administration and Journalism from KU Leuven and has 

been working as Online Communication Officer and Consultant 

for different NGOs, companies and public sector organisations, 

most recently the Flemish Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

Agency. She has also been an active volunteer on different 

levels of JEF Europe between 2010 and 2016. 

 

 

MODERATORS 

Judit LANTAI 

 

Judit Lantai has been working as a freelance trainer and 

facilitator with various civil society and youth organisations 

from grass root levels to national and European, including JEF. 

She has been active in non-formal education, youth work and 

facilitation for more than 7 years now and her main fields of 

expertise are democratic participation, youth participation, 

citizenship education, human rights and intercultural and 

global learning. 
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DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE EP  

 

APPEAL TO PRO-EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES 

AGAINST NATIONALISM, UNITED FOR EUROPE 

 

The unity of Europe is in danger. Nationalist and populist forces are growing in too many of our 

countries. They are going to use the next European elections to ask European citizens a mandate 

to weaken European institutions, renationalise European policies, attack European solidarity and 

rules. Their growth is a threat to the survival of the European Union and to any project of a closer 

European unity, the only guarantee of peace and prosperity for all Europeans. 

Political parties who believe in Europe must raise up and oppose the nationalist project. 

Defending the Europe we have is not enough. To regain citizens’ hearts and minds to the 

European project, pro-European political parties should unite around a project of a Europe that 

is more united, more democratic, more social and more effective in the world.  

Pro-European parties should agree on a set of principles for the future of the European Union 

and against the European project of the nationalists and include it in their political programmes. 

They should promote and rally around such principles before the European elections and then 

work together in the next European Parliament for: 

 stronger European Economic and Monetary Union with adequate fiscal and economic 

powers, including its own budget with own resources democratically controlled by the 

European Parliament; 

 European social policies to balance national responsibility with European solidarity and 

strengthen the feeling of European citizens to belong to a single community;  

 a single European foreign, security and defence policy to promote European interests in 

today’s unpredictable international framework; 

 European policies to manage migration flows, including managing European borders 

through European forces and addressing together the challenge of welcoming and 

integrating migrants in the European Union;  

 defending Schengen and opposing any restrictions to free movement of people within the 

European Union; 

 finance European policies with an increased European budget based on true European 

resources, which could come from European taxes on financial transactions, digital 

transactions, carbon emissions or plastic waste; 

 a stronger Single Market, by completing the capital markets union, the digital union, the 

energy union and the single market of services; 

 a reform of the treaties of the European Union to reform its institutions, including making 

the European Commission, with reduced members, the only executive body of the Union; 

giving the European Council only a role of political leadership and ending its executive role 

in policy making; abolishing the veto right in the Council and the European Council on all 

matters; giving the European Parliament the right to co-decide in all EU competences; 

 should this prove impossible because not all Member State agrees, preparing a project of 

a new Treaty for the Member States willing to go ahead.

 



 
I CHOOSE EUROPE 

Training for campaigners 
18-19 January 2019 

9 

 

European elections 2019, I choose Europe 

 

As a European citizen 

I oppose rebuilding borders between European states, bringing back our old 

currencies, returning to market protectionism, building a fortress Europe close to 

migrants and refugees, and abandoning the stability and benefits that Europe 

gives. 

I believe Europe is at a crossroad and must choose: either we vote for more 

integration or we risk the victory of nationalism leading to new divisions and 

disintegration. 

 

I want  

 

A Strong Europe  

• that make Europe sovereign in a world of global political and market 

forces; to ensure a rules-based sustainable economic globalization, combat 

tax havens, social dumping and unfair tax competition and avoid that world is 

ruled by only by the United States, China and other emerging global powers; 

• To promote security and a new international order, so the EU become 

able to promote the interests and values of the Europeans in the world, secure 

stability and peace in Europe and its neighborhood and support meaningful 

economic and societal development in the Mediterranean region and in Africa, 

thereby addressing an underlying cause of large scale migration to Europe;  

 

A Democratic Europe 

• to make us, once again, citizens whose choices matter and shape the European 

policies and institutions;  

 

A Social Europe  

• promoting a development model designed to serve future generations: for 

a new economy and inclusive growth, environmentally and financially 

sustainable and respectful of the rights of all; 

• investing to support growth and strengthen scientific and technological 

research; the development of the digital sector; and European infrastructures;  

• defending social justice: to win the battle against inequality, usher in a new 

model of welfare, and guarantee solidarity among states and among citizens; 

 

I choose a Federal Europe  

I commit to vote for candidates pledged to strengthen Europe 

 

Name: 

 
 

Country : 

 

Email if you want to receive information from the Union of European Federalists 
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European elections 2019, a crucial date for 

Europe 

 

As a candidate to the European Parliament, I believe citizens must have their say 

on the future of Europe. I commit to focus my electoral campaign on the 

promotion of a united, democratic, social and sovereign Europe. If elected, I 

commit to work for: 

 

 a reform of the Economic and Monetary Union aimed at giving it adequate fiscal and 
economic powers, including a own sizeable budget financed by own resources, fully and 
democratically controlled by the European Parliament; 

 European economic and social policies that can balance and complete national 
responsibilities with European solidarity, and strengthen the feeling of European citizens 
that they belong to a single political community; 

 a single European foreign, security and defence policy to protect EU citizens and promote 
the common European interests and values in today’s unpredictable and threatening global 
order; 

 European policies to manage migration flows, including the management of external EU 
borders through European forces, the development of European legal migration channels, 
European measures to tackle together the integration of migrants; 

 make Europe a global leader in combating climate change and promoting the transition to 
a fully environment-friendly economy through European measures aimed at phasing out 
fossil fuels, promoting investment in renewable energy, imposing binding emission 
reduction targets and minimising plastic waste; 

 an increased European budget based on own resources, which could come from European 
taxes, e.g. on financial transactions, digital transactions, carbon emissions or plastic use; 

 to strengthen European democracy by setting up a Europe-wide common electoral law for 
the election of European Parliament, including pan-European transnational lists by 
European political parties; 

 to engage the European Parliament in reforming the European Union treaties, to make the 
European Union more politically united, democratic and effective: (1) the European 
Commission, with reduced membership, should become the only executive body of the 
Union; (2) the European Council should only keep a role of political leadership, ending its 
executive role in policy-making; (3) the veto right in the Council and in the European Council 
should be abolished; (4) the European Parliament should be granted the right to co-legislate 
with the Council in all EU competences; 

 should not all Member States agree with the above reforms, and given the critical situation 
Europe is in, to support the project of a new Treaty for the Member States willing to go 
ahead together in the meantime. 

 

Name: 

 

 
Political party: 

 

Country: 

 

   

  

Signature: 
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JEF Europe EP 2019 campaign 

Federalist manifesto 

Introduction 

 

European  integration  has  proven  to  be  a  success  story  of  the  20th  century.  Starting  as  an 

economic  block  of  six  on  the  ruins  of  Europe  after  WWII,  it  evolved into a Union, representing 

500  million  European  citizens  and  residents,  ensuring  the  realisation  of  their  economic, social 

and civil rights. 

The  European  Union,  as  it  exists  now,  is  neither  perfect nor complete, with the different crises 

facing the European Union proving it is in dire need of reform. 

In times of chaotic globalisation and crisis of the multilateral order, citizens are uncertain about their  

future.  When  politicians  are  not  able  to  provide  solutions,  people  lose  trust  -  in  national 

governments,  and  in the EU. As Europe fails to change and deliver, citizens turn to Eurosceptic 

populist,   illiberal   and   neo-nationalist   forces.   Filling   the   political   and   cultural   void  left  by 

pro-European  and  federalist  forces  in  the  European  Parliament  and  the  Member States, these 

forces gain ground and come to power in more and more countries. 

Make  no mistake, however: those who want to destroy the EU are but a symptom. The biggest threat 

to the future of Europe and open societies are, in fact, those political forces, which believe that nothing 

needs to change or that look to the past rather than to the future. It is by standing still and maintaining 

the status quo that we forgo the ideals and values of our Founding Fathers. 

The Young European Federalists are convinced that trust can only be restored by creating a 

sustainable,  inclusive  and  democratic  society  that  effectively  responds  to  the  challenges  

of European citizens. 

In order to achieve that, MEPs, national leaders, and politicians at large need to act on the most 

pressing  issues  of  our  time,  including  democratic  participation,  migration,  climate  change,  a 

thriving and inclusive economy, security, and welfare. They need to pursue an ambitious reform the  

Eurozone,  ensure economic prosperity, improve social policies at EU level, and, essentially, create  a  

supranational  democratic  space  that  allows  citizens  to  decide  over  their  collective European   

future,   together.   This   will   in   turn   defuse   the   tensions   –  artificially  created  by Eurosceptic 

populist, illiberal and neo-nationalist movements and parties – between the EU and its citizens and 

amongst the people themselves. 

We,  Young  European  Federalists,  believe  in  a  better  future  for  Europe,  based  on  a  federal 

institutional  structure,  solidarity,  and  stronger  citizens  participation in the decision-making. The 

European  Parliament  elections  have  the  potential  to  achieve  all  this  and  to  shape  Europe  for 

citizens,  with  citizens,  by  citizens. 

The  failure  of  pro-European  political  parties  to  present  an inspiring, common vision for the future 

of the Union risks letting others decide on Europe and our future.  In  this  manifesto,  we    map  out  

key  changes  and  policies  that  political  parties  should advocate for in the context of the European 

elections.
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Democratic Institutions 

 

The  concern  that  the  European  Union  in  its  current  state  does  not  represent the interest of its 

citizens leads to the worrying turn to populist and nationalist movements. The EU urgently needs 

democratic renewal to strengthen its abilities to meet current and future challenges. 

We  believe that the existing intergovernmental structure based on consensus is unable to react 

swiftly to urgent challenges and act in moments of disagreement between national governments. At  

the  same  time,  the  Treaty  of  Lisbon  provides  too  little  margin  to  strengthen the democratic 

legitimacy  of  the  Union.  This  is  why  we call for the establishment of a Constituent Assembly, 

tasked   to   elaborate   a  federal  Constitution  and  to  put  it  to  a  vote  in  a  pan-European 

referendum. 

Wide public debate on the European issues is essential for the legitimacy of the European Union, be  

it  during  the  Treaty  revision  process  or the upcoming elections to the European Parliament. We 

stand firmly in favour of maintaining the system of the Lead Candidate for the nomination of the 

Commission President, under the condition they are campaigning based on the European agenda 

and engaging in the wider political debate. Genuine representation of European citizens would  be  

massively  improved  if  it  were  coupled  with  a  true  European  vote  of  citizens  for candidates on 

transnational lists. 

We  also  support  the  willingness  to  put  citizens  back  at  the  heart  of  the  European  Union  by 

promoting  instruments  for  continued  democratic  participation,  such  as  citizens’  conventions 

across  the Union. We also believe, however, that these can foster a truly European debate only by  

being  of  transnational  nature.  In  order  to  achieve this, it is important to invest in meaningful 

European  mobility,  alongside  cultural  and  linguistic  courses,  for  all  Europeans,  which  would 

enhance mutual understanding and reduce prejudices. 

The  democratic deficit stems from the complexity of the legislative process in the EU. Obscurity in 

the operations of the European Council, the Council of the European Union and the Eurogroup that  

lack  transparency  and  accountability,  create  a  distance  between  EU  citizens  and  their 

representatives.   European   political   integration   needs   to   be   relaunched   to   ensure   better 

representation  of  European  citizens.  The  two  legislative  bodies  of  the  European  Union,  the 

directly  elected  European  Parliament  and  the  Council  of  the  European  Union  representing  the 

Member  States,  should  have  equal  powers  and  have  the  right  to  initiate  legislation  as  in  a 

two-chamber Federal European Parliament.The  Commission should be an Executive accountable to 

this two-chamber Parliament. A federal structure is the only way to face Europe’s challenges and 

resolve the democratic deficit that the Union currently suffers from. 

More  transparency  is  also  needed  in  the  Eurogroup,  as  a  body  with  quasi-legislative  function 

that is currently not directly accountable to the European citizens. 

The  rule  of  law  is  one  of  the  core  principles  the  Union  is  based  on:  it  that  allows  European 

citizens  to  freely  exercise  their  civic  rights.  We  are,  however,  witnessing  an  the  increase  in 

violations  of  the rule of law in various the Member States, especially in the area of fundamental 

freedoms  and political rights. The current EU framework is ill-equipped to successfully deal with such  

violations,  leaving  the  abuse  of  citizens’  rights  unaddressed.  This  is  why  we  call  for  the 

introduction   of   a   the   European   Review   Mechanism   on   Democracy,   Rule   of   Law   and 

Fundamental Rights (DRF), as proposed by the European Parliament, and for increased capacity of 

the European Court of Justice to deal with breaches of the rule of law in EU Member States, as these 

endanger the rights of Europeans.
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Europe for all 

The  feeling  of  European  citizens  that  the EU does not protect them enough largely stems from 

the economic crisis in 2008. The European institutions and the current structure of the Eurozone 

were  not  ready  for  the  shocks  of  the  last  decade.  This  is  why  we  support  the  reform  of  the 

European  economic  and  political  core  -  the  Eurozone,  which  is  to  become  more  resilient, 

inclusive, and democratic. 

In  order  to  sustain  potential  future  crises  we  need  to complete the European Monetary Union 

with a fully fledged Banking Union, including a common European Deposit Insurance Scheme. 

The   Eurozone   must   have   its   own   fiscal/budgetary   capacity   capable   of   contributing   to 

macroeconomic  stabilisation. To ensure that there is sufficient funding for sustainable economic 

policies, the EU budget should be financed by genuine own resources - such as a carbon tax, a 

financial transactions tax, and a common minimum levy on companies’ profits realised in the EU  - 

that will allow to move away from an excessive reliance on national contributions. 

Economic growth is a prerequisite for social convergence. EU institutions should support national 

governments  in  their  efforts  to  provide  social  protection,  and  ensure  that  minimum  social 

standards are set on the European level to avoid social dumping and a race to the bottom. 

We  recognise,  however,  that  a  common  European  social  policy  and  a  stronger  European 

Monetary Union can only be financed through a larger European budget. A limit of 1.1% of GDP is 

simply  not  enough  to  address  the  challenges  of  the  Union  and  to  cater  for  the  needs  of  its 

citizens. 

Migration 

The  European Union has for decades benefited from migration, its contribution to the European 

economy  and  to  European  cultural  richness.  Although  the  number  of refugees entering the EU 

has  decreased  in  the  last  two  years,  and  is  equal  to  the  numbers  before  the  highest  influx  in 

2015, the so called migration crisis is still on the top of the EU agenda. The inability of European 

leaders  to  agree  on  a  common  approach  to  asylum  and  migration  policy  has enabled populist 

forces to portray the situation as out of control, even at times when the actual numbers of newly 

arriving  migrants  have  decreased  dramatically.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  political  parties  to 

reassure  citizens  that  a  supranational  approach  can  provide  an  added-value  to  societies  and 

enables the European countries to act at the same time in a humanitarian and orderly manner. 

For this, we strongly advocate for establishing common European standards for assistance and 

integration  services  for  migrants  across  the  Union,  financed  on  the  European  level,  as  only 

European  solutions will contribute to an orderly and humane management of migration that can 

benefit  all,  therefore  overcoming  any  current  European  regulation  on  the  matter.  This includes 

equal  and  high  standards  for  rapid  processing  of  asylum  requests,  housing,  welfare provisions 

and   integration   support   such   as   language   classes,   psychological   support,   recognition   of 

professional  and  academic  degrees  and  measures  aimed  at  including  migrants  in  the  formal 

economic sector. 

As a result of devastating civil wars and prolonged conflict, increased migration to the EU has its cause  

rooted  in the Mediterranean region. In addition to European internal solution to migrants’ 

integration, the EU has the responsibility to establish safe and legal channels for refugees and 

migrants, and to set common rules for a balanced return policy, for issuing humanitarian visas to 
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refugees  and  for  the  establishment  of  common  asylum  offices  in  third  countries,  using,  for 

example, the capacity EU delegations

 

To   mitigate   the   reason   for   forced   departure,   EU   as   a   whole   should   contribute     to  the 

development  of  its  neighbouring  continent,   and  implement a united European policy for Africa 

with concrete action plans to ensure sustainable development of the continent. 

Europe in the world 

The  European  Union  should  be  a  crucial  actor  in  the  multilateral  world  order,  but  to realise 

its potential it needs to speak with one voice. The EU needs to step up as a true global actor with 

one  strong  voice  on  the  main  global  challenges.  We  call  for  a  coherent  approach  to  foreign 

policy,  the  creation  of  a  fully  fledged  European  Security  and  Defense  Union,  giving  the  EU  a 

stronger  and  more  united  stance  in  the  world  political  arena,  for  example,  but  not  limited  to 

through  a  single  European  seat  at  the  United  Nations  Security  Council.  Without  weakening 

continued  cooperation  within  NATO,  the  EU  shall  aspire  to  be    able  to  defend  itself  and  act 

autonomously if necessary. 

EU  trade  policy  is  an  important  tool  benefiting  peace,  while  at  the  same  time  peace  is  a 

prerequisite  for  successful  trade.  In  that  light,  we  support the development of a united and fair 

European  policy  for  Africa,  with  concrete  action  plans  and  integration  projects  to support the 

sustainable  development  of  the wider European neighbourhood, and in particular Africa and its 

countries, into prosperous, stable and competitive neighbours. 

Europe needs to become the role model for the protection of the environment on a global level, by  

promoting  clean  energies,  leading  to  a  low-carbon  market/economy  and  a  reduction  in 

greenhouse  gases.  Climate  change  is  already  visible  with  the  naked  eye.  Thus, we encourage 

the EU to adopt a sort of "green economy thinking" into all policies and measures both internal - 

urban  planning,  green  infrastructure,  transport  and  energy  infrastructure  -  and external: the EU 

should  speak  with  a  single  voice  in  international  negotiations  and  promote  a  united  approach 

towards climate change, overcoming individual national interests to act for the good of the whole 

planet. 

Moreover,  the  European  Union  should  remain  the  global  forerunner  in  developing  citizen’s 

digital  rights.  Developments  of  artificial  intelligence  and  automation  are  bringing  up  dramatic 

changes,  ethical  questions  and  challenges  in  the  job  market,  that  can  be  addressed  only  by 

strong democratic institutions. 

We  believe  that  change  is  possible.  But  this  change  can  only  happen  if  it  is  by  and  with 

citizens. This is why in May 2019, we call on all pro-European forces to propose an ambitious vision 

for Europe. This is why we, Young European Federalists [JEF], call on citizens to vote for a free, 

united and democratic Europe. #thistimeimvoting #toFedE
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

 

 
VENUE 

Mundo-b, Rue d'Edimbourg / Edinburgstraat 26 

Metro: Porte de Namur/Naamsepoort  

 

 

Accommodation and meals 

 Participants should arrange their own accommodation at their own cost 

 UEF/JEF shall provide meals for the whole event as indicated in the programme 

  

http://www.mundo-b.org/en/
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TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT 

 

 UEF/JEF shall provide 100% of total travel expenses, up to a maximum reimbursement of 100 euro: 

 if traveling by plane or train, reimbursement will be granted only if booking is made before 05    

January 2019 

 if traveling by plane, reimbursement will be granted only if low cost airlines are used whenever 

available 

 if traveling by car, a flat rate of 0,13€/km one way will be applied as basis for the calculation of 

the total travel expenses  

 Travel reimbursements are reserved to participants attending the entire programme. 

 Reimbursement will be provided on the spot in cash against presentation of ticket receipts. 

Further information 

Should you have any further questions or comments, please contact the UEF Secretariat. 

UEF European Secretariat 

Square de Meeûs 25 

B - 1000 Brussels 

Tel:  +32 (0)2 508 30 30 

Email: secretariat@federalists.eu 

mailto:secretariat@federalists.eu

