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Citizens’ Agora is a public political debate co-organised by “We are Europe” partners UEF, UEF Hungary, JEF and The 
Spinelli Group.  
In the context of raising populism in Europe, where civil society actors operate in hostile political environments, 
when democracy and rule of law are endangered, and three months prior the European Parliament elections, the We 
are Europe Citizens' Agora in Budapest aims to stimulate and organise a reflection and debate on the future of 
Europe involving civil society actors and political representatives from European Union member states and in 
particular those from the Visegrad countries. 
The Agora allows European citizens to address crucial topics in this particular context, such as future and challenges 

of democracy and Rule of Law in Europe as well as the Visegrad prospective on the future of Europe debate. 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

 

15:15 – 15:30 
FLASHMOB:  Kálvin square  

I CHOOSE EUROPE | EURÓPÁT VÁLASZTOM 

Join us with European Flags to sing the European anthem and support the future of Europe 

 
15:30 – 16:00 

 
PUBLIC DEBATE 
Registrations 

16:00 – 17:30 

 

1st panel with Members of the European Parliament and local political representatives: 

 “TOWARDS THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS: WHAT IS AT STAKE FOR HUNGARY 
AND FOR EUROPE?” 
Introduced and moderated by 
Andrew DUFF, President of The Spinelli Group 
with the participation of 
CSEH Katalin, Momentum lead candidate for the European Parliament elections  
ARATÓ Gergely, Member of the National Council of the Democratic Coalition and of the 

National Parliament 

GYÖNGYÖSI Márton, Executive Vice-President Jobbik 
HARANGOZÓ Gábor,  Member of the European Parliament (MSZP) 
HARASZTI Miklós, Politician, writer, journalist, human rights advocate, and university 
professor  
 

https://www.andrassyuni.eu/
https://www.andrassyuni.eu/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Andr%C3%A1ssy+Universit%C3%A4t+Budapest/@47.492131,19.06394,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xe90139065d0ad585!8m2!3d47.492131!4d19.06394
https://www.federalists.eu/activities/citizens-agora-public-debate/
https://www.federalists.eu/we-are-europe/
https://www.federalists.eu/
http://federalists.hu/
https://www.jef.eu/home/
http://spinelligroup.eu/
http://spinelligroup.eu/
https://www.federalists.eu/we-are-europe/we-are-europe-citizens-agora/
https://www.federalists.eu/we-are-europe/we-are-europe-citizens-agora/
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SPEAKERS 

Andrew DUFF 

Andrew Duff is President of The Spinelli Group and a British politician. He was a Member of 
the European Parliament (ALDE/UK) 1999-2014. He was a member of the Convention on the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights and of the Convention on the Future of Europe, and one of 
Parliament’s representatives at the IGC, which drafted the Treaty of Lisbon. Duff was 
President of the Union of European Federalists 2008-13. Before becoming an MEP, Duff was 
Director of the Federal Trust in London. He is a founder member of the European Council on 
Foreign Relations; an honorary member of the board of the Trans-European Policy Studies 
Association (TEPSA); and a member of the advisory board of Transparency International 
(Europe). Founding member of The Spinelli Group, Andrew Duff became its President in 
October 2017. 

 

  

NAGY Eszter Eszter Nagy is the secretary general of UEF Hungary. She has long time 
(1997-2009) experience in the Hungarian foreign service. In the Ministry of Foreign Affairs she 
worked as French desk officer, later as press, cultural attaché and consul in Ottawa at the 
Hungarian Embassy in Canada. After returning to Budapest, she joined the Cultural, Research 
and Development Cooperation Department in the Ministry, and was posted to Tallinn as 
deputy head of mission of the Hungarian Embassy in Estonia. Back in Hungary she worked at 
the Common Foreign and Security Policy Department in the Ministry. She holds a Master’s 
degree of the Global Economic Relations Program in international relations at the Central 
European University in Budapest.  

 

  

CSEH Katalin 

Katalin Cseh is the International Officer of Momentum Movement and the party's Lead 
Candidate for the European Parliament. She is a former member of the Party’s National Board 
and one of the party's founding members. In the past few years, she has worked on a number 
of projects focusing on international and regional cooperation, youth involvement and gender 
equality. She graduated as a medical doctor and also holds an MSc degree in Health 
Economics. Prior to joining the Board, Katalin practiced obstetric medicine in Budapest. 
Currently she is studying for her MBA degree.  
  

17:30 – 19:00 2nd panel with Members of the European Parliament and local political representatives 

 “DEMOCRACY AND RULE OF LAW: EUROPEAN TRENDS AND CENTRAL EUROPEAN 
PERSPECTIVE”  
Introduced and moderated by  
NAGY Eszter, Secretary General of the Union of European Federalists Hungary  
with the participation of 
BALÁZS Péter, Director of Center for European Neighbourhood Studies 
DONÁTH Anna, Vice-President of Momentum Movement  
Sandro GOZI, President of the Union of European Federalists 
KUNHALMI Ágnes, Member of the National Parliament of Hungary (MSZP) 
SZÉL Bernadett, Member of the National  Parliament of Hungary and member of Committee 
of European Affairs  
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ARATÓ Gergely  
Arató Gergely was the State Secretary at the Ministry of Education of Hungarian Republic 
from 2004 to 2010. He served as a local councilor for 4 years and as a Member of Parliament 
for 8 years.  
After 2010 he became a college lecturer. Since 2014 he was a political advisor of Democratic 
Coalition’s MEP-s at the European Parliament on asylum, human rights and Roma issues, and 
the senior strategy advisor of the 2018 campaign.  
He is a member of National Council of the Democratic Coalition. Since 2018 he is the Member 
of Parliament and Deputy Head of the Parliamentary Group of Democratic Coalition. 

 

  

GYÖNGYÖSI Márton 

Márton Gyöngyösi is an MP for Jobbik Movement for a Better Hungary since 2010. Currently 
he is Executive Vice-President, as well as leader of the Parliamentary Group of Jobbik. He has 
long political experience as Vice-Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs of the 
Hungarian National Assembly, and member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe. Mr Gyöngyösi holds a degree in Economy and Political Sciences of Trinity College, 
Dublin. He worked as a tax consultant for KPMG and EY between 2000 and 2010.    

  

HARANGOZÓ Gábor 

Gábor Harangozó is a candidate for the European Parliamentary election of Hungarian 
Socialist Party. Gabor started his political carrier as the youngest socialist MEP in 2004, since 
than he was member of the Hungarian Parliament, Council of Europe PA, and OSCE-PA. He is 
member of the Party Board and president of the Somogy County party organization.  

 
  

HARASZTI Miklós 
Miklós Haraszti is a Hungarian politician, writer, journalist, human rights advocate, and 
university professor. His books have been widely translated. He went from a leader of 
Hungary's free press and democracy movement in the 1970s and 1980s to a member of 
Parliament in the 1990s. He served as the OSCE's Representative on Freedom of the 
Media from 2004 to 2010, and as the UN's Special Rapporteur on human rights in Belarus 
from 2012 to 2018. Since 2010, he has headed election observation missions for the OSCE in 
several countries. He has taught at Columbia University, New York, and Central European 

University (CEU), Budapest.  
  

BALÁZS Péter 
Péter Balazs Graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of Economics (today Corvinus University), 
he got his PhD degree and habilitated at the same University. He is a ScD of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. In parallel with his government and diplomatic career he has been 
teaching and doing research. He was nominated Professor of the Corvinus University in 2000 
and joined the CEU as Professor in 2005. He is regularly lecturing in English, French, German 
and Hungarian languages. 
He was the Government Representative of Hungary in the European Convention drafting the 
Constitutional Treaty which has become, the Lisbon Treaty. In 2004 he was nominated the 
first Hungarian Member of the European Commission responsible for regional policy. On the 
invitation of the European Commission he coordinates priority projects of the Trans-European 
Transport Network. 
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Professor Balázs is holding an Ad Personam Jean Monnet Chair. His research activities are 
centered on the foreign policy of the EU and problems of the late modernization and 
European integration of the Eastern part of the continent.  

  

DONÁTH Anna Júlia 
Anna Júlia Donáth is the Vice president of Hungarian Party Momentum and holds the second 
position on the party’s list for the European elections. During the 2018 parliamentary 
elections, she received the highest share of votes within her party. Anna studied Sociology at 
Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest and Migration and Ethnic Studies at the University of 
Amsterdam. Prior to joining Momentum, she worked in Brussels before becoming a project 
manager for Menedék – the Hungarian Association for Migrants. In late 2108, she became a 
key figure of the wave of protests that erupted in late 2018 against the so-called “slave law” 
introduced by the Hungarian government. 

 

  

Sandro GOZI 
Sandro Gozi is the President of Union of European Federalists, he was the Secretary of State 

for European Affairs in the Renzi and Gentiloni Governments (2014-2018) and Member of the 

Italian Chamber of Deputies (2006-2018). Prior to that, he was a diplomat and then spent 

more than a decade in the European institutions notably as a European Commission official 

(1996-2000) and then as member of the Cabinet of European Commission President Romano 

Prodi (2000-2004) and advisor to European Commission President Jose Barroso.  
  

KUNHALMI Ágnes 

Ágnes Kunhalmi studied at the communication faculty in the Szeged Universityand later 
political science at ELTE University in Budapest. Between 2003-2004 she worked as civil 
servant at the Ministry of Agriculture, in the period 2006-2010 she was local government 
representative in the 2nd district in Budapest. Between 2010-2014 member of the Education 
committee of the Budapest local government. She got elected member of the Parliament 
from the country list of the Hungarian Socialist Party in 2014, and she became the deputy 
head of the Cultural Committee of the Hungarian Parliament. In 2018 she got elected as an 
individual candidate in the 18th district of Budapest. In the Hungarian Socialist Party between 
2010-14 she was member of the presidential board, in 2014-18 she was the Socialist Party's 
president in Budapest. In 2018 she was elected president of the Socialist Party's electoral 
committee. 

 

  

SZÉL Bernadett  
Bernadett Szél is an independent member of the Hungarian Parliament. She is in opposition 
and is member of the Committee on European Affairs. 
She was born on March 9, 1977 in Pécs, Hungary. She has MSc degree in Econonics and PhD 
in Sociology from the Corvinus University of Budapest. She worked in the private sector as 
well as in the NGO-sector, her last workplace before politics was the Hungarian Central 
Statistical Office.  
She ran for office first in 2010 as candidate in her individual constituency, became Member 
of Parliament in 2012 first upon the decision of the Party Congress of LMP. She was elected 
to Parliament in 2014 and then in 2018 when she was prime minister candidate of LMP. She 
was co-president and Parliamentary Group Leader of LMP and member of the Parliamentary 
Committee on National Security. She decided to leave her party after the elections but her 
commitment for democratic Hungary and green politics remained the same, works currently 
as independent MP.  

 

 


