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PROGRAMME 
 

SATURDAY, 13 JANUARY 2018 

Venue: De Markten, Oude Graanmarkt 5 - Rue du Vieux Marché aux Grains 5, 1000 Brussels 
 

10:30 
 

11:00 
 
11:15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

13:00 
 
14:00 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registrations 
 
Opening and Introduction to the programme 
 
SESSION I 
 

“NEW PERSPECTIVES FOR EUROPE AFTER THE SPEECHES OF JUNCKER AND MACRON 
AND THE GERMAN ELECTIONS: SUBSTANCE AND METHOD TO MOVE FORWARD” 
 
Panel discussion to address mainly the following issues: 
 

 What are the proposals on the table for the future of Europe? 

 What are the differences between the proposals of Juncker and Macron? 

 What is the status of the follow-up thereon by governments and EU institutions? 

 What are the consequences of elections in major countries? 

 How to proceed as federalists? 
 
Introductions by (10-15 minutes each): 
 

 Pauline GESSANT, Member, UEF-France 

 Christopher GLÜCK, President, JEF-Europe 

 Luisa TRUMELLINI, Secretary-General, Movimento Federalista Europeo 

Moderated by: 
 

 Otto SCHMUCK, Vice-President, UEF 

Debate with participants 
 
Buffet Lunch 
 
SESSION II 

 
“EUROZONE-REFORM : WHY IS CHANGE NEEDED AND WHAT ARE THE PROPOSALS ON 
THE TABLE?”   
 
This session will address the main shortcomings of the current architecture and explain the main 
proposals in the discussion on the future of the Eurozone starting from the view of the goals the 
Economic and Monetary Union should achieve:  
 

 Stabilisation and risk-reduction policies (this slot will address also proposals for a 

European Monetary Fund, automatic stabilisers and strengthened fiscal responsibility). 

 Growth-enhancing and cohesion policies in the Eurozone (this slot will address also 

proposals for a Eurozone budget). 

 Democratic governance of the Eurozone (this slot will address also proposals for a Finance 

Minister and Eurozone democratic accountability). 
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17.00 
 
17.30 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

19.30 
 

20.00 

The session will start with a plenary where the 3 presenters explain the 3 key issues (highlighting 
the gaps between existing Eurozone framework and tools and the goals to be achieved) and the 
different positions on the issue in the ongoing political debate (20 minutes each, total 60 minutes). 
 
Participants will then break in 3 groups to discuss one topic each, moderated by the relevant 
presenter. The discussion in each group will be organised in 3 stages: (1) understanding the issue 
and the rationale of the different positions (pro and con) on the issue (30 minutes), 
(2) understanding the existing UEF and JEF positions on the issue and, where lacking, shaping a 
common UEF-JEF position (30 minutes), and (3) identifying how the common position can be 
argued to the public and stakeholders from a campaign perspective in the coming months up to 
the European elections. 
 
As a final stage, each group presents its conclusions to the plenary (10 minutes each, 30 minutes in 
total) 
 
The presenters and moderators will be: 
 

 Christopher GLÜCK, President, JEF-Europe (on stabilisation) 

 Paolo VACCA, Secretary-General, UEF (on growth policies) 

 David GARCIA, Acting Director, UEF (on Eurozone democratic governance) 

 

Coffee Break 
 
SESSION III 
 

“MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE – A METHOD TO SOLVE PROBLEMS AND TO MINIMIZE 
CONFLICTS?” 
 
Panel discussion to address mainly the following issues: 
 

 How to address pro-independence trends in EU countries? 

 What’s the role of regions in the European project? 

 What prospects for federalism at national level in EU countries? 

 What’s the meaning of multi-level governance in the EU? 
 
Introductions by (10-15 minutes each): 
 

 Otto SCHMUCK, Vice-President, UEF 

 Justus SCHÖNLAU, Political Advisor, Committee of the Regions 

 Olivier HINNEKENS, President, European Movement in Belgium 

Moderated by: 
 

 Mariasophia FALCONE, Co-chair JEF FC Political Commission “Institutions and 

Governance” 

End of the sessions 
 
Group dinner in the city centre 
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SUNDAY, 14 JANUARY 2018 

Venue: De Markten, Oude Graanmarkt 5 - Rue du Vieux Marché aux Grains 5, 1000 Brussels 
09:00 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
11.15 
 
11:30 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13.00 

Opening 
 
SESSION IV 
 

”EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 2019 – FEDERALIST DEMANDS, EXPECTATIONS AND ACTIONS” 
 
The session will start with a short presentation of the UEF and JEF positions and expectations on 
topics relevant in the run up to the European Parliament elections of June 2019, and the federalist 
political demands in the electoral campaign. Where policy gaps are identified, input for shaping a 
common UEF-JEF position are presented. 
 
Presentations and discussion with participants (1 hour in total): 
 

 Daniel MATTEO, Federal Committee member, UEF 

 Céline GEISSMANN,  Executive Board member, JEF-Europe 

Participants will then split in 3 thematic working groups for a 45-minute discussion on how to 
advance selected federalist demands on the above topics with (1) the general public, (2) the 
political parties, and (3) the candidates.  
 
In the last 30 minutes, the proposals of each working group are presented to the plenary. 
 
Coffee Break  
 
SESSION V 

“DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIONS – THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE FEDERALISTS” 
 
Opening and chair: 

 Paolo VACCA, Secretary-General, Union of European Federalists 

Interventions: 
 PIEYRE-ALEXANDRE ANGLADE, Member of the Assemblée National, En Marche 

 DAVID MEYER, Bureau, Union of European Federalists - France  

 CÉLINE GEISSMANN, Executive Board, EF-Europe 

 MARTIN MARECHAL, President, JEF-Belgium 

Subjects to be addressed: 

 Macron’s proposal of democratic conventions  

 Federalist views on Macron’s proposal 

 Top down or bottom up conventions? 

 Citizens Conventions and/or Constitutional Convention? 

 Learnings from the Constitutional Convention 2002/2003  

 Possible formats of bottom-up citizens conventions 

 Role and contribution of the federalist movements 

 
Wrap-up and Closing 
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READING LIST 

 

 

SESSION I: “New perspectives for Europe after the speeches of Juncker and 
Macron and the German elections: substance and method to move forward” 

 
Institutional resources: 

 Emmanuel Macron, Initiative for Europe – Speech by M. Emmanuel Macron, President of the 

French Republic, 26 September 2017, La Sorbonne, Paris 

 Emmanuel Macron, Rediscovering the Path to Europe, Speech in the Athens Acropolis, 7 

September 2017 

 Jean-Claude Juncker, State of the Union Address 2017, 13 September 2017, Strasbourg 

 European Commission, White Paper on the Future of Europe, Reflections and scenarios for the 

EU27 by 2025, Brussels, 1 March 2017 

Analysis and academia 
 Steven Blockmans, Europe’s defence train has left the station – speed and destination unknown, 

Brussels, 12 December 2017 

 Pierre Vimont, The European Project in Crisis : Myths and Realities, Brussels, 17 November 2017 

 New Pact for Europe, Executive summary of 2017 Report « Re-energising Europe, a package 

deal for the EU27 », Brussels, November 2017, pages XXII to XXVII 

 Judy Dempsey, Can the Big Idea of EU Integration Become Reality?, ed. Carnegie Europe, 

Brussels, 16 November 2017 

 

UEF Resolutions 
 Appeal to the Heads of State and Government of the European Union – “A window of 

opportunity for a sovereign, united and democratic Europe”, Paris, 22 October 2017 

 Resolution on overcoming the crises and completing European political unity, Madrid, 18 June 

2017 

 

JEF Resolutions 
 Calling for a European Constituent Assembly, Malta, November 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/english_version_transcript_-_initiative_for_europe_-_speech_by_the_president_of_the_french_republic_cle8de628.pdf
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/english_version_transcript_-_initiative_for_europe_-_speech_by_the_president_of_the_french_republic_cle8de628.pdf
https://www.ellopos.com/blog/4471/em-macron-a-speech-for-europe-athens-2017-full-text-in-english-and-video/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-17-3165_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/white_paper_on_the_future_of_europe_en.pdf
https://www.ceps.eu/publications/europe%E2%80%99s-defence-train-has-left-station-%E2%80%93-speed-and-destination-unknown
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2017/11/17/european-project-in-crisis-myths-and-realities-pub-74770
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_8082_npereport2.pdf
http://www.epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_8082_npereport2.pdf
http://carnegieeurope.eu/2017/11/16/can-big-idea-of-eu-integration-become-reality-pub-74780
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/appeal-to-the-heads-of-state-and-government-of-the-european-union-a-window-of/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/appeal-to-the-heads-of-state-and-government-of-the-european-union-a-window-of/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-overcoming-the-crises-and-completing-european-political-unity/
https://www.jef.eu/news/single-news-resolutions/news/calling-for-a-european-constituent-assembly/
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SESSION II: “Eurozone-reform : Proposals and their pros and cons” 

 
Institutional resources: 

 European Commission, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 

European Council, the Council and the European Central Bank - Further Steps towards 

Completing Europe's Economic and Monetary Union: A Roadmap COM(2017) 821 final, 

Brussels, 6 December 2017 

 

Analysis and academia 
 Grégory Claeys, The missing pieces of the euro architecture, Policy Contribution, issue n° 28, ed. 

Bruegel, October 2017 

 Guntram Wolff, Beyond Juncker and Shcäuble visions of euro-area governance, Policy Brief, 

Issue 6,  ed. Bruegel, December 2017 

 Agata Gostynksa-Jakubowska, A new deal for the eurozone: remedy or placebo?, ed. Centre for 

European Reform, November 2017 

 

UEF Resolutions 
 Resolution regarding democratic legitimacy in EMU governance, Madrid, 18 June 2017 

 Resolution on Fiscal Union, Madrid, 18 June 2017 

 Resolution on a Genuine Monetary Union in a Reformed EU, Venice, 29 November 2015 

 

JEF Resolutions 
 On the institutional design and governance of the Eurozone, Malta, November 2017 

 Calling for a European convention strengthening the economic and political union within the 

Lisbon Treaty, Malta, November 2017 

 On the creation of a fiscal union in the Eurozone, Krakow, April 2016 

 

For further information 
 European Commission, Proposal for a Council Regulation on the establishment of the European 

Monetary Fund, Brussels, 6 December 2017, and Annex 

 European Commission, Proposal for a Council Directive laying down provisions for 

strengthening fiscal responsibility and the medium-term budgetary orientation in the Member 

States, Brussels, 6 December 2017 

 European Commission, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 

European Council, the Council and the European Central Bank - New Budgetary Instruments for 

a Stable Euro Area within the Union Framework, Brussels, 6 December 2017 

 European Commission, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 

European Council, the Council and the European Central Bank - A European Minister of Economy 

and Finance, Brussels, 6 December 2017 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_2017_821.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_2017_821.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_2017_821.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/PC-28-2017.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/PB-2017_06GuntramWolff_date.pdf
http://www.cer.eu/sites/default/files/pbrief_newdeal_eurozone_24nov17.pdf
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-regarding-democratic-legitimacy-in-emu-governance/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-fiscal-union/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-of-the-uef-federal-committee-on-a-genuine-monetary-union-in-a-reforme/
https://www.jef.eu/news/single-news-resolutions/news/on-the-institutional-design-and-governance-of-the-eurozone/
https://www.jef.eu/news/single-news-resolutions/news/calling-for-a-european-convention-strengthening-the-economic-and-political-union/
https://www.jef.eu/news/single-news-resolutions/news/calling-for-a-european-convention-strengthening-the-economic-and-political-union/
https://www.jef.eu/news/jefnews/on-the-creation-of-a-fiscal-union-in-the-eurozone/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_827.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_827.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_2017_827_annex.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_824_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_824_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_824_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_822_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_822_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_822_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_823_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_823_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/com_823_0.pdf
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SESSION III: “Multi-level governance – A method to solve problems and to 
minimize conflicts?” 

 
Institutional resources: 

 Committee of the Regions, Charter for Multi-Level Governance (MLG) in Europe, 20 February 

2014 

 

Analysis and academia: 
 Michael Keating, Europe as a multilevel federation, in Journal of European Public Policy, 24 :4, 

pp. 615-632, 8 March 2017 

 Leonid Bershidsky, Will the EU integration create more Catalonias?, ed. Bloomberg, 9 October 

2017 

 

UEF Resolutions 
 General policy resolution, Strasbourg, 12 June 2016 

 

 

SESSION IV: “European elections 2019 – Federalist demands, expectations and 
actions” 

 
Analysis and academia: 

 Robert Kalcik and Guntram B. Wolf, Is Brexit an opportunity to reform the European 

Parliament?, ed. Bruegel, Policy Contribution, Issue n° 2, 2017 

 Andrew Duff, The rise of post-national democracy: Macron, Brexit and the electoral reform of 

the European Parliament, ed. EPC, 10 May 2017 

 

News 
 Daniela Vincenti, Tajani maps out strategy for European Parliament 2019 elections, in Euractiv, 

6 September 2017 

 

UEF Resolutions 
 Resolution on the UEF campaign for the 2014 European Parliament elections, Berlin, 17 

November 2013 

 Resolution on a Europe-wide constituency for the 2019 European Parliament elections, Paris, 

22 October 2017 

 Resolution on overcoming the crises and completing European political unity, Madrid, 18 June 

2017 

 Resolution on genuine free movement for all-advancing European citizenship, welfare and 

electoral rights across all EU Member States, Cologne, 5 November 2016 

 

https://portal.cor.europa.eu/mlgcharter/Pages/MLG-charter.aspx
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13501763.2016.1273374?needAccess=true
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-10-09/will-eu-integration-create-more-catalonias
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/general-policy-resolution/
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PC-2017_02-Euro-Parl-310117.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PC-2017_02-Euro-Parl-310117.pdf
http://epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_7655_riseofpostnationaldemocracy.pdf
http://epc.eu/documents/uploads/pub_7655_riseofpostnationaldemocracy.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eu-priorities-2020/news/tajani-maps-out-strategy-for-european-parliament-2019-elections/
http://www.federalists.eu/fileadmin/files_uef/Congress_2013/Adopted_Resolutions/UEF_2014_Campaign_Resolution_Final.pdf
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-a-europe-wide-constituency-for-the-2019-european-parliament-electi/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-overcoming-the-crises-and-completing-european-political-unity/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-genuine-free-movement-for-all-advancing-european-citizenship-welf/
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/resolution-on-genuine-free-movement-for-all-advancing-european-citizenship-welf/
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JEF Resolutions 
 Appeal for European elections, Athens, April 2013 

 The Structure of a Federal European Parliament, Cologne, November 2016 

 Strengthening the transnational dimension of the European elections, Zürich, 2015 

 

SESSION V: “ Democratic conventions : the contribution of civil society and the 
federalists ” 

 
Institutional resources: 

 Report of the Committee of European Affairs of the French National Assembly, Paris, 7 

December 2017 

Analysis and academia: 
 Marion Larché, Democratic conventions: the conditions of success, in Le Taurillon, 29 

September 2017 

UEF Resolutions: 
 Appeal to the Heads of State and Government of the European Union, Paris, 22 October 2017 

 UEF France General Assembly, Democratic conventions: for an open method and a European 

debate, Paris, 7 October 2017 

JEF Resolutions 
 Calling for a European Constituent Assembly, Malta, November 2017 

  

https://www.jef.eu/news/jefnews/jef-appeal-for-european-elections/
https://www.jef.eu/news/jefnews/the-structure-of-a-federal-european-parliament/
https://www.jef.eu/news/jefnews/strengthening-the-transnational-dimension-of-the-european-elections/
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/15/pdf/europe/rap-info/i0482.pdf
http://www.thenewfederalist.eu/democratic-conventions-the-conditions-of-success
http://www.federalists.eu/uef/news/appeal-to-the-heads-of-state-and-government-of-the-european-union-a-window-of/
https://www.uef.fr/IMG/pdf/democratic_conventions.docx.pdf
https://www.uef.fr/IMG/pdf/democratic_conventions.docx.pdf
https://www.jef.eu/news/single-news-resolutions/news/calling-for-a-european-constituent-assembly/
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Additional Reading: European Political Strategy Center: Two visions, one 

direction - Plans for the Future of Europe 
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Additional reading: Multi-level governance – a method to solve problems and to 
minimize conflicts, Dr Otto Schmuck 

Some theses for discussion 

1. Multi-level governance has become an important feature of the European Union. The reasons of this 

are manifold: Nation-states alone do not have the power and the effectiveness to solve important 

political problems. At the same time there is an increase in international interdependencies and 

direct contacts of actors at various political levels.  

2. In the founding Treaties of the EU the regions were only mentioned as objects of politics (Preamble 

Treaty on the functioning of the European Union:  “….anxious to strengthen the unity of their 

economies and to ensure their harmonious development by reducing the differences existing 

between the various regions and the backwardness of the less favoured regions …”)  But linked to 

the completion of the internal market 1992 - with far reaching spill over effects to many other 

political fields like social and environmental policy and even culture - regions successfully made 

demands to have a say in those fields of European politics where they are affected in a certain way. 

3. The Treaty of Maastricht (1992) was a breakthrough for regional influence: The Committee of the 

Regions was established, the principle of subsidiarity was introduced with a reference to the regional 

and local level (“…the Union shall act only if and in so far as the objectives of the proposed action 

cannot be sufficiently achieved by the Member States, either at central level or at regional and local 

level ….”) and the provision “decisions are taken as closely as possible to the citizen…” including -  

from a regional perspective - all levels of policy making.  

4. From the citizen’s perspective European integration and regionalization can be viewed as 

complementary processes: on the one hand power goes further away from the lower level on the 

other hand power comes closer to the citizens.  

5. Multi-level governance can be described as the dispersion of authority away from central 

government - upwards to the supranational level, downwards to subnational jurisdictions, and 

sideways to public/private networks. It is the re-organization of authority in the European Union as 

a polity-creating process in which authority and policy-making influence are shared across multiple 

levels of government - subnational, national, and supranational. While national governments remain 

predominant participants in EU policy making, control in various policy fields has slipped away from 

them.  

6. Important political aims – like those of the Europe 2020-strategy (increasing the employment rate, 

increasing combined public and private investment in R&D, climate change and energy targets, 

reducing school drop-out rates, increasing the share of the population having completed tertiary 

education, lifting at least 20 million people out of the risk of poverty and social exclusion) - can only 

be achieved if they are supported and implemented by all political levels – European, national, 

regional and local.  

7. From a regional perspective in a system of multi-level-governance the predominance of the nation 

state has diminished and as a result regional conflicts may loose importance. History shows that the 

internal market with its aim to open the borders between the Member States contributed to 

resolving regional conflicts especially in cases where regions have been divided by national borders 

like in the Tyrolian, the Basques or in the Irish case.   
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8. Moreover the European Union guarantees fundamental rights based on shared values. This regime 

gives the regions a stable framework and protection against possible attacks of national 

governments.  

9. European integration offers regions a possibility to play an active role at the European level. Regional 

and local representatives are members of the Committee of the Regions. Moreover many regions 

have established liaison offices in Brussels. With the instruments of regional policy and territorial 

cohesion the EU has developed direct links to the regions. Thereby the administrative capacity of the 

regions has been strengthened even in centralized member states.  

10. A major problem in the concept of multi-level governance (and a concept “Europe of the Regions”) 

is the multitude of seize and the difference in competences and administrative capacity of the 

regions. Besides strong regions with legislative powers there are pure administrative regions and 

very small entities in Member-States like Malta, Cyprus and Luxemburg.  

11. Now as before the decision-making process evolving in the EU gives a key role to national 

governments with a certain influence of subnational governments in selected arenas. The outcome 

of this process is not as orderly as a classical federation. The final product is and will be a colourful 

picture of territorially variable, functionally specific, overlapping, non-hierarchical networks. 

National governments will continue to be central actors because the territorial claims that national 

governments represent are exceedingly strong. But the nation-state is being supplemented by other 

actors in a more complex geography. 

12. Separatism is not and cannot be the aim of regionalism in Europe. One of the predominant aims of 

European integration after WW II was - and still - is to frame the influence of independent nation 

states and to draw back the dangers of an exaggerated nationalism. The nation states have a strong 

position in a federal Europe, but their capacity to act is limited according to the accepted rules and 

procedures. At the same time the status of the regions including their right for self-government is 

accepted by the EU and the EU procedures offers a certain influence for the regions in the European 

decision making and to act at the European level. It is neither the aim nor a promising concept to 

create a multitude of small new nation states and by doing so to increase the number of member 

states in the EU.  
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Additional Reading: Multi-level-federalism as a principle to solve problems in 
Europe and to increase the acceptance of European integration, Dr. Otto 
Schmuck 

 
I. The advantages of federalism 

Since the Second World War people like Altiero Spinelli were strongly committed to the idea of 
European unification based on the principle of federalism, and the arguments are still convincing:   

• First of all peace keeping: The concept of independent nation states has failed, European 

integration paved the way for more than 70 years without war; 

• Economic advantages: The positive effects of the internal market with open borders, the 

Euro and the free movement of persons, goods, money and services are obvious; 

• Friendship and good neighborhood: The people in Europe want to communicate, to travel 

and to learn and to use different languages.   

But those advantages can only fully be obtained when Europe is organized in a federal way. The general 
advantages of federalism compared to a centralized political system are well known: 

• decentralization of power (“checks and balances”) 

• policy making close to the citizens and at the same time the possibility to set common 

rules where and when necessary 

• more identification with the political system, due to the fact that voters who are in 

opposition to the government at the upper level may support a governing party at the 

lower level(s) 

• possibility to try out and to test new political solutions and concepts and as a result a 

competition of the best solutions 

• chance for formation and recruiting of political personnel with solid political and 

administrative experience at the lower levels. 

 
II. Federalism as a general rule and principle for all political levels 

Federal systems generally are characterized by democratic decision making with strong parliaments, 
majority voting, and the rule of law. Moreover they need accepted common values and solidarity. 
Federalism is a general principle which can rule all political levels – from the local and the regional up 
to the European level, in a long term vision it can even be applied to the world level. Deciding is the 
question at what level problems can be tackled best: For example local and regional planning, culture 
and education at local and regional level, social welfare at the national and trade policy at the European 
level. In an ideal world peacekeeping as a global problem would be the task of the United Nations. But 
as we are far away from a world federation security in the European case will remain for the foreseeable 
future the task of the member-States and of the EU.  
 

III. Multi-level- federalism - The relationship EU, member states and regions  

The enforced cooperation of all political levels has become an important feature of the European Union. 
The reasons of this are manifold: The EU and the nation-states alone do not have the power and the 
effectiveness to solve important political problems. At the same time there is an increase in 
international interdependencies and direct contacts of actors at various political levels.  
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As a result the European Union often is characterized as a system of multi-level-governance with a clear 
predominance of the nation state. But this predominance has diminished, and today we can see a 
colourful picture of territorially variable, functionally specific, overlapping, non-hierarchical networks. 
The decision-making process evolving in the EU gives a key role to national governments with a certain 
influence of subnational governments in selected arenas.  

Those features demonstrate that the European Union today is not a well-structured multi-level 
federation, but it shows nearly all elements of a federation. The EU-Treaties refer primarily to the 
relationship between the member-states and the Union. At the same time they include a multitude of 
provisions that make clear that the European political system is not limited to that relationship. In many 
policy fields – like the protection of the environment – only shared competences between the EU and 
the member-states are suitable to the existing problems, and the regions and the municipalities have 
to be included at least in order to implement the decisions taken. Moreover subsidiarity and the 
provision that decisions should be taken as close as possible are guiding principles of the EU.   

Important political aims – like those of the Europe 2020-strategy (increasing the employment rate, 
increasing combined public and private investment in R&D, climate change and energy targets, reducing 
school drop-out rates, increasing the share of the population having completed tertiary education, 
lifting at least 20 million people out of the risk of poverty and social exclusion) - can only be achieved if 
they are supported and implemented by all political levels – European, national, regional and local.  

In the founding Treaties of the EU the regions were only mentioned as objects of politics (Preamble 
Treaty on the functioning of the European Union:  “….anxious to strengthen the unity of their economies 
and to ensure their harmonious development by reducing the differences existing between the various 
regions and the backwardness of the less favoured regions …”)  But linked to the completion of the 
internal market 1992 - with far reaching spill over effects to many other political fields like social and 
environmental policy and even education and culture - regions successfully made demands to have a 
say in those fields of European politics where they are affected in a certain way. And they had good 
arguments for doing so: The regions and as well the local authorities are directly influenced by European 
decisions and moreover they are to a large degree responsible for the implementation of those 
decisions. 

The Treaty of Maastricht (1992) was a breakthrough for regional influence: The Committee of the 
Regions was established, the principle of subsidiarity was introduced with a reference to the regional 
and local level (“…the Union shall act only if and in so far as the objectives of the proposed action cannot 
be sufficiently achieved by the Member States, either at central level or at regional and local level ….”) 
and the provision “decisions are taken as closely as possible to the citizen…” include -  from a regional 
perspective - all levels of policy making.  
 
Today there are several means and instruments of the regions to influence EU‘s policy making: 

• Committee of the Regions 

• regional Ministers in the Council 

• subsidiarity control 

• right to take action before the Court of Justice  

• informal instruments: The regional offices in Brussels. 

Due to their closeness to the citizens the regions may act as antennas and transmission belts for the 
European level. This can positively contribute to the acceptance of European decisions. Moreover 
regions and in some member countries local authorities are responsible for schools and universities. 
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They can actively promote European topics in class rooms and curricula and they can support exchange 
activities of citizens, especially of young people.  
 

IV. Regionalisation  as a tool to decrease regional conflicts 

Regionalization is one of the continuous features in all EU-member-states. From the citizen’s 
perspective European integration and regionalization can be viewed as complementary processes: on 
the one hand power goes further away from the lower level on the other hand power comes closer to 
the citizens.  

The EU rightly has not the competence to interfere into the internal structure of the member states. Of 
special importance are the provisions of Art. 4 of the Treaty on European Union: “The Union shall 
respect the equality of Member States before the Treaties as well as their national identities, inherent 
in their fundamental structures, political and constitutional, inclusive of regional and local self-
government. (…)” 

The internal structure of the member states is quite different. Some of them are federations with quite 
powerful regions with legislative power and state quality. In other member states the regions have only 
administrative tasks. Moreover in some member states there are autonomous regions as special cases. 
Normally their status was negotiated as a result of serious conflicts with the central state. As a result 
there is a multitude of seize, difference in competences and administrative capacity at the regional level. 
Besides strong regions with legislative powers there are pure administrative regions and very small 
“regional” entities in Member-States like Malta, Cyprus and Luxemburg.  

It is true that the EU has not the right to interfere into the internal structure of the member-states, but 
at the same time the structure and the politics of the EU affect directly and indirectly the regions: The 
EU’s regional policy strengthened the administrative and financial capacities of the regions even in 
centralized member states. European integration offers regions a possibility to play an active role at the 
European level. Regional and local representatives are members of the Committee of the Regions and 
many regions have established liaison offices in Brussels.  

Moreover the EU may prevent the coming up of regional conflicts and may contribute to their solution. 
History shows that the internal market with its aim to open the borders between the Member States 
contributed to resolving regional conflicts especially in cases where regions have been divided by 
national borders like in the Tyrolian, the Basques or in the Irish case.  Moreover the European Union 
guarantees fundamental rights based on shared values. This regime gives the regions a stable 
framework and gives protection against possible attacks of national governments.  
 

V. Regionalism means not separatism 

Separatism is not and cannot be the aim of regionalism in Europe. One of the predominant aims of 
European integration after WW II was - and still - is to frame the influence of independent nation states 
and to draw back the dangers of an exaggerated nationalism. The creation of new member states in the 
context of European integration would be a perversion of the founding ideas. 
Especially in bigger member states the existence of powerful regions can contribute to peace, conflict 
solving, good governance and to a better implementation of the taken decisions. Moreover their active 
participation can contribute to the higher degree of acceptance of European integration as such. 
Therefore regionalism is positive, especially if it is organizes within the member states in a federal form 
with regions with equal rights. Unbalanced regionalism with differentiated sets of competences and 
rules in various autonomous models may create conflicts and rivalry.  
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The nation states have a strong position in a federal Europe, but their capacity to act is limited according 
to the accepted rules and procedures. At the same time the status of the regions including their right 
for self-government is accepted by the EU, and the EU procedures offer a certain influence for the 
regions in the European decision making and gives opportunities to act at the European level. It is 
neither the aim nor a promising concept to create a multitude of small new nation states within the EU. 
This would be ineffective and costly and it would have serious negative consequences on the EU.  
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PARTICIPANTS LIST 

 

Title Last Name First Name Section 
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Ms Falcone Mariasophia Speaker 
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Mr Frix Paul UEF Belgium 
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Mr García David Speaker 

Ms Geissmann Céline Speaker 

Ms Gessant Pauline Speaker 

Mr Giannis Nikolaos UEF Groupe Europe 

Mr Glück Christopher Speaker 
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Mr Hinnekens Olivier Speaker 
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Mrs Llorente Pilar UEF Spain 

Mr Longo Antonio UEF Italy 

Mr Maison Patrick UEF Belgium 

Mr Malcovati Massimo UEF Italy 

Mr Maréchal Martin Speaker 

Ms Martin Leonie JEF netherlands 

Mr Matteo Daniel Speaker 

Ms Maunu Maija JEF Finland 

Mr Mauro Stefano L. UEF Belgium 

Mr Mavridis Dimitrios None 

Mr Mennerat François UEF France 

Mr Meyer David Speaker 
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Mr Moritz Hervé JEF France 

Mrs Morosi Martina UEF Belgium 

Mrs Nagy Eszter UEF Hungary 
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Mr Pastouret Aurelien UEF France 

Mr Patrocínio André JEF - JEF-België - JEF Belgique 

Mr Pavlakis Christoforos JEF Greece 

Mr Putoto Sebastiano JEF Belgium 

Mrs Richter Brigitte UEF Groupe Europe 

Ms Rossolillo Giulia UEF Italy 

Mr Rubele Renzo UEF Italy 

Mr Ruiz Devesa Domenec UEF Spain 

Mr Sánchez Lucas Ramón UEF France 

Mr Schmuck Otto Speaker 

Mr Schwarz Karel UEF Czech republic 

Mr Schwarz Marco EUD 

    

Mr Soderman Henrik UEF Finland 

Ms Steinmeier Anna JEF Germany 

Mr Stiernon Etienne UEF Belgium 

Ms Tollenaers Ine JEF - JEF-België - JEF Belgique 

Mrs Trumellini Luisa Speaker 
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Mr Van Mele Thomas UEF Belgium 
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PARTICIPATION CONDITIONS 

 
 
Registration is mandatory for all participants by 4 January 2018. 
 
Only the first 40 participants registered and requesting reimbursement of travel expenses will be eligible 
for reimbursement of travel expenses, provided they are members of the UEF Federal Committee or of 
the JEF Federal Committee. Reimbursement will be granted on a FIRST-COME FIRST-SERVED BASIS 
according to the date of registration. When the first 40 participants eligible for and requesting 
reimbursement are accepted, the header of the registration form will indicate the message “Travel 
reimbursement no longer available”. 
 
Participants requesting reimbursement upon registration need to pay a participation fee of 60 euro per 
person (30 euros for JEF FC members) payable within one week after confirmation of their registration 
and not later than 8 January. This contribution covers also Saturday evening’s dinner.  
 
Participants eligible for travel reimbursement will receive 100% of the travel costs up to a maximum 
total reimbursement of 160 euro, provided they use low-cost lines whenever possible and book their 
trips no later than one week after reception of the acceptance notice from the UEF Secretariat. 
Reimbursement of travel expenses will be done only upon provision of original travel tickets and hotel 
bills, as UEF needs to evidence participants’ costs as own contribution and co-financing of the event. 
 
All participants must arrange and pay for their own accommodation.  
  
UEF and JEF members not requesting or not eligible for travel reimbursement (i.e. Members of the 
Federal Committees in excess of the above 40 places, and non-members of the Federal Committees), 
can participate anyhow in the meeting by registering by 4 January 2018. In this case, only a fee of 25 
euro will be payable upon their arrival to the event if they have selected dinner upon registration. 
 
Saturday lunch and coffee breaks are covered by UEF for all participants. 
 

Payment details 
 
Deadline for paying the participation contribution is: Thursday 4 January 

 
Please, transfer your participation contribution to the following account: 

Union of European Federalists 
BNP Paribas Fortis 

Agence Quartier Léopold 
Place du Luxembourg 14 

B-1050 Ixelles 
IBAN: BE69 2100 3760 9578 

SWIFT CODE: GEBABEBB 
Communication: "PC meeting Brussels: *SURNAME* 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

 
VENUE LOCATION 

 
  

 

ACCOMMODATION IN BRUSSELS 

 

Hotel 
Brussels center offers a wide range of accommodation possibilities. Here are a few examples 
of hotels close to the venue of the PC meeting. 
 

 Best Western Royal Centre, Rue Royale 160, 1000 Brussels 

 Hotel Opera, Rue Grétry 53, 1000 Brussels 

 Ibis Brussels City Centre Hotel, Rue Joseph Plateau 2, 1000 Brussels 

 Bedford Hotel & Congress Centre, Rue du Midi 135, 1000 Brussels 

Airbnb 
Airbnb is a trusted community marketplace for people to book unique accommodations 
around the world — online or from a mobile phone or tablet. Many rooms and flat are 
available in the city center of Brussels. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
   

VENUE 
 

Rue du Vieux Marché aux Grains 5, 1000 Bruxelles 
Oude Graanmarkt 5, 1000 Brussel 
 
 

Metro:   
Take line 1 or 5 to Sint-Katelijne/Sainte-Catherine 
 
 
Bus 
Take line 86 to Dansaert 

 

 
DINNER  
Kom Bij Mâ 
Place Sainte-Catherine 3, 1000 Bruxelles 
Sint-Katelijne plein 3, Brussel  

http://www.hotel/
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UEF STAFF CONTACT 

 

In case of emergency, you can reach us by phone on +32 2 508 30 30 

Email: secretariat@federalists.eu  

 

  
Paolo VACCA 

Secretary-General 
David GARCIA 
Acting Director 

  
Francesco GUERZONI 

Policy & Advocacy Officer 
Adeline BRION 
Project Officer 

  
Martin MARECHAL 

Project Officer 
Valentina PRESA 

Project Officer 

 

Laura MELLADO 
Communication Officer 
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