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Presentation of the mural of Strasburg 
by the artist Antonio Marest 

 

 

 The work consists of 
two side-by-side frescoes 
that dialogue with each 
other. 
 The fact that it was 
created on a university 
campus makes it an 
excellent channel for 
communication and 
reflexion. 
 These two murals are 
two different treatments of 
the same themes through 
the same language of 
abstract narrative art. 
 In the left mural, the 
message takes precedence 
over the chromatic 
composition containing the 
colours of the flags of each 
country. 
 In the mural on the 
right, symbolism takes 
precedence over words, 
where two stars, one 
emerging and one in the 
process of emerging, are 
incorporated into the scene 
with the aim of becoming 

part of the larger symbol that represents the freedom, unity and strength of free countries, 
the flag of the European Union. 

 The two frescoes are chromatic compositions which, under the chromatic treatment of all the 
flags, are inscribed in a geometric map where each region, each zone and by extension each 
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country, are essential and indissociable under the concepts of equality and values, regardless 
of their size or situation. 

 With this double fresco, Antonyo Marest not only seeks to symbolise Europe, but above all, 
what its citizens believe it should be, and in a direct way, what they all, with one voice, ask of 
it: they expect all its institutions to be reactive and to take the initiative, so that Europe 
becomes the protagonist of its own history and the sovereign owner of its future. 

 

In the mural on the left, the slogan "Make 
Europe Bloom" is seen at the bottom right, 
expressing this project. It uses a font and 
colour scheme that adopts the colours of 
the European flag, moving from being a 
symbol to a call to action. 

When this project was born, the artist 
incorporated visible symbols into the 
murals. 

The composition consists of various 
geometrical shapes with a careful 
treatment of colours. 

The artist is fully aware of the current 
situation in Ukraine and the urgency it 
represents. The way in which identity 
symbols characterised by graphic icons 
such as the scales, laurel, bridges or 
clasping hands, chosen by the people who 
took part in the survey, have lost their 
meaning and have been decontextualised 
in their figuration. It plants the vibrant 
return of the essence of European feeling, 
of the notion of Europe, of the very 
essence of this Europe. 

With these frescoes, Antonyo Marest has 
chosen to synthesise as much as possible 
the diversity and difference between our 

countries, as well as those that are found in each of us and as complementary members of a 
complex society. Beyond the shapes and colours, this singularity fits perfectly into a social map 
where no state can exercise a hegemony that takes precedence over the criteria of size, 
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strength or intensity, a composition that, as a social map, shows us the maximum exponent of 
our rights, the greatest of virtues, the capacity for integration and growth. 

 

The establishment of 
equality between people 
(citizens) and Member 
States makes our society 
more democratic, fairer, 
more progressive and, 
above all, it makes it a 
reference for the future 
so that it attracts new 
countries to the true path 
that it is, towards a better 
future. In the fresco on 
the right, we find this 
spirit of inclusion and 
humanism of the 
European Union, 
symbolised by a rising star 
in the colours of the 
Union at the bottom left 
and another star at the 
top right on the horizon 
in the colours of 
emergency and aid, 
whose presence reflects 
the longed-for quest to be 
part of the European 
project. 

In the upper left corner, 
the European flag symbolises maturity and posture, which in the rest of the mural suggests 
that the time has come to take the initiative and act. A symbol of a complex system, perfectly 
synchronised, which will be able to guarantee the security and well-being of its citizens and 
member states, while helping its neighbours and giving a place within it to all the countries that 
make it an example of differences that complement each other around a common goal, and 
remembering that nothing is better than Europe than to be more European. 


