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The UEF Bureau Meeting 

Ventotene, Italy 

 

 

The European Bureau of the UEF, in view of the vote in the European Parliament on the 

President of the European Commission after the election of June 2009, reminds MEPs that: 

 

- the low turnout at the last European elections and the constitution of a strong anti-federalist group, 

including some MEPs opposed to the very existence of the EU, show that the European institutions 

suffer a deficit of democratic legitimacy; therefore, the MEPs who are in favour of a stronger and 

more democratic Union should act together to increase the citizens’ participation to European politics 

in view of the next European elections of 2014, support a quick ratification and implementation of the 

Lisbon Treaty and spearhead the Parliament’s work in political and constitutional affairs, joining the 

Federalist Intergroup; 

- the most urgent reform, which the European Parliament is fully responsible for, is the approval of a 

uniform electoral system for the whole EU. Recently, the German Constitutional Court affirmed that, 

“the European Parliament is not a body of representation of a sovereign European people” because 

the present electoral system does not guarantee that “a will of the European majority carries the 

formation of the government in such a way that the will goes back to free and equal electoral 

decisions and genuine competition between government and opposition which is transparent for the 

citizens” (Judgement of June 30, § 280). The European Parliament cannot be silent. If the European 

Union shall become a “supranational democracy” – as the European Parliament declared in its 

resolution of June 7
th
, 2007 – the democratic accountability of the European Commission and its 

transparent relationship with the citizens’ vote are the crucial issues to be tackled in the reform. 

- a second problem, as urgent as the first one, is the reform of the European Union system of own 

resources. In fact, in spite of its name, the European Union has no own resources. The present 

Community budget is almost fully financed by national contributions. The consequences of this 

dangerous deterioration of the original Community system are that: a) any decision concerning the 

planning of the European budget is judged through the looking glass of “juste retour” to national 

budgets; in this way the European budget is transformed into a disguised summation of national 

budgets, and important European public goods – such as an investment plan for boosting scientific 

research, sustainable development, etc. – cannot be financed; b) when the Commission has to face 

unexpected events, like the present financial crisis, it lacks enough financial means to propose an 

effective European Recovery Plan; c) the European oversight of the banking and financial system, 

under discussion, cannot become effective, because national governments, which provide their 

national taxpayers' money in case of bail out of some bank, do not accept a European supervision; 

d) the citizens’ right to know where their money goes and who is responsible for spending it is 

seriously infringed because, if the European budget is financed by national contributions, in the 

course of the European electoral campaign the European parties do not feel obliged to provide 

explanations on the European finances to the citizens. 

 

The UEF asks therefore that: 

-    the European Parliament reforms the present European electoral system in order to create a transparent 

relationship between the citizens’ vote and the appointment of the Commission; 

- the proposal of the European Parliament (Resolution of 28/3/2007) – according to which “the creation of 

a new  system of own resources” is necessary, and a new European tax (like a corporate profits tax or 

an ecotax) is to be considered, in order that “this tax, partly or in full would be fed directly into the EU 
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budget as a genuine own resources, thus establishing a direct link between the Union and European 

taxpayers” – should become a precise proposal of the new Commission;  

- in view of the impending meetings at world level – like the G20 and the UN Copenhagen conference on 

climate change – the Commission presents some proposals to allow the European Union speak with one 

voice in world institutions. No new Treaty is required to implement a series of symbolic and substantial 

innovations. In the IMF, the Authorities of the Monetary Union, and not the national governments, should 

be represented; at the UN Conference in Copenhagen, the European Union should ask for a world plan 

to save the Planet from climate change and the collapse of biodiversity; at the G20 the European Union 

should propose a reform of the international monetary system, which is doomed to face a new financial 

crisis as long as it will be based on a more and more unstable national pillar – the dollar. 

 

Ventotene, September 5
th
, 2009 


