
 

UEF FEDERAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Paris, 21-22 October 2017 

 

     PROPOSAL FOR A RESOLUTION [1.3] OF THE UEF FEDERAL COMMITTEE ON THE TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION  

 Presented by Domènec Ruiz Devesa 

 

The UEF Federal Committee, meeting in Paris on 22 October 2017, 1 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalist tendencies both within and among sovereign states, 2 

as well as the nationalist dogma that claims that each nation has the right to have a distinct and 3 

separate state; 4 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the possibility and desirability of multinational states; 5 

Recalling that the mission of the Union of European Federalists is achieving political union of 6 

currently existing states in Europe and in the world at large, and not the promotion of the creation 7 

of new sovereign entities;  8 

Believing that the addition of new sovereign states to the international system does not facilitate 9 

global governance, and should not be encouraged excepting in accordance to the cases established 10 

by the United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 1514 and 2526; 11 

Having regard to the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1514, of 14 December 1960, 12 

which states that “any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity and the 13 

territorial integrity of a country is incompatible with the purposes and principles of the Charter of 14 

the United Nations”; 15 

Having regard to the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2625, of 24th October 1970, 16 

which states that “nothing in the foregoing paragraphs [on the right to self-determination] shall be 17 

construed as authorizing or encouraging any action which would dismember or impair, totally or in 18 

part, the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent States conducting 19 

themselves in compliance with the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples (…) 20 

and thus possessed of a government representing the whole people belonging to the territory 21 

without distinction as to race, creed or colour”; 22 

Noting that in accordance to International Public Law the right to self-determination can therefore 23 

be exercised in cases of colonial domination, minority discrimination and massive human rights 24 

violations; 25 

Noting that no subnational entity within the European Union is currently under colonial 26 

domination, cultural persecution or subject to massive human rights violations; 27 

Noting that the respect of International Public Law is a necessary condition for the maintenance of 28 

global peace and security and for the emergence of a world federal system of governance, through 29 

the reform of the UN system; 30 

Considering that the respect of the rule of law is a fundamental principle of the European Union, 31 

as stated in article 2 of the Treaty on European Union; 32 

Considering that any change in the political status of a subnational entity within the European 33 

Union and the United Nations must be done in full respect of national constitutional rules and 34 

International Public Law; 35 
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Noting that in the event of the political independence of a subnational entity of an EU Member 36 

State, the newly formed state will not be a member of the Union; 37 

Considering that any unilateral attempt at altering the border of a Member State of the European 38 

Union poses a threat to the stability and peace in Europe, and to the territorial integrity of the 39 

Union itself; 40 

Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of the European Union and its Member States, and 41 

for the respect of the rule of law. 42 
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AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSAL FOR A RESOLUTION 1.3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Amendment n.  1 submitted by Enrique CALVET and Domènec RUIZ DEVESA 

Line number(s): 2 to 4 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalist 
tendencies both within and among sovereign states, as 
well as the nationalist dogma that claims that each 
nation has the right to have a distinct and separate 
state; 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalist 
tendencies both within and among sovereign 
states, as well as the nationalist dogma that claims 
that each nation, whatever is understood by 
“nation”, has the right to have a distinct and 
separate state; 

Amendment n.  2 submitted by Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 2 to 4 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalist 
tendencies both within and among sovereign states, as 
well as the nationalist dogma that claims that each 
nation has the right to have a distinct and separate 
state; 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalistm 
tendencies and any kind of collective egoism both 
within and among sovereign states, in an ever less 
sovereign states Europe as well as the nationalist 
dogma that claims that each nation has the right 
to have a distinct and separate state; 

Amendment n.  3 submitted by François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 2 to 5 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalist 
tendencies both within and among sovereign states, as 
well as the nationalist dogma that claims that each 
nation has the right to have a distinct and separate 
state; 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states; 

 

Recalling that federalism opposes nationalist 
tendencies both within and among sovereign 
states, as well as the nationalist dogma that claims 
that each nation has the right to have a distinct 
and separate state; 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states; 

Recalling that nationalism is a doctrine claiming 
that peoples of the world can be categorised into 
so-called “Nations” based on defined sets of 
peculiarities claimed as clear-cut distinct 
“identities” in groups of persons, and as a 
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consequence claim the highest possible degree of 
“sovereignty” for each one of those “Nations” 
which thus would have the right to establish 
distinct and separate States, so-called “Nation-
States”; but recalling at the same time that the 
dissemination of that doctrine has inevitably and 
repeatedly led to growingly bloody wars 
throughout human history; 

Recalling that federalism, on the contrary, is the 
only sustainable political concept and 
organisational pattern that makes it possible, as 
a contextual application of the subsidiarity 
principle, to grant deserved respect to any 
cultural peculiarities or nuances among peoples, 
while at the same time bringing peoples to 
pooling their strengths and actions in those areas 
they freely decide in confidence, as an 
application of the substitution principle; thereby 
federalism helps them to live together peacefully 
and radically opposes any expression of 
nationalism both among and within already 
constituted States; 

Amendment n.  4 submitted by Enrique CALVET and Domènec RUIZ DEVESA 

Line number(s): 5 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states; 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of free and equal 
citizens leaving in perfect harmony in 

multinational multicultural states; 

Amendment n.  5 submitted by Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): 5 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states; 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states; 
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Amendment n.  6 submitted by Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 5 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states; 
 

Recalling instead that federalism believes in the 
possibility and desirability of multinational states, 
sub-national and supra-national entities; 
 

Amendment n.  7 submitted by Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): After line 4 

Original text Amended text 

(new) Recalling that at the same time federalism 
opposes centralism and authoritarianism, and 
that it promotes both unity and diversity by 
providing institutional and political methods to 
manage potential conflicts between centre and 
periphery; 

Amendment n.  8 submitted by François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 6 to 8 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling that the mission of the Union of European 
Federalists is achieving political union of currently 
existing states in Europe and in the world at large, and 
not the promotion of the creation of new sovereign 
entities; 

Recalling that the mission of the Union of 
European Federalists is achieving political union of 
currently existing states in Europe and in the 
world at large, and not the promotion of the 
creation of new sovereign entities; 

Recalling that Union of European Federalists 
dedicates itself to clarifying and deepening the 
federalist doctrine, as well as disseminating and 
promoting federalist ideas so as to both achieve 
the political union of constituted States, and to 
overcome so-called “identity” crises in order to 
help stabilise the political situation in whichever 
countries the need arises, in Europe and 
throughout the world at large, including in EU 
Member States where relevant; 

Explanatory statement:  More precise and explicit. 
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Amendment n.  9 submitted by  Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 6 to 8 

Original text Amended text 

Recalling that the mission of the Union of European 
Federalists is achieving political union of currently 
existing states in Europe and in the world at large, and 
not the promotion of the creation of new sovereign 
entities; 

Recalling that the mission of the Union of 
European Federalists is achieving political union of 
currently existing states in Europe and in the 
world at large, as well as a Europe of citizens and 
a global civic citizenship and not the promotion of 
the creation of new sovereign entities; 

Amendment n. 10 submitted by Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): 7 

Original text Amended text 

currently existing states in Europe and in the world at 
large, and not the promotion of the creation 

currently existing states in Europe and in the 
world at large, and not the promotion of the 
creation;  

Explanatory statement:  Redundant. 

Amendment n.  11 submitted by  Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): After line 8 

Original text Amended text 

(new) Recalling that at the same time the main value of 
European federalism is peace and that therefore 
violence must not be used among European 
democratic states not within a State against its 
population; 

Believing that the principles of autonomy and 
subsidiarity are founding principles of federalism 
and should be uphold and guaranteed in any 
cases; 
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Amendment n.  12 submitted by  Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): 12 to 15 

Original text Amended text 

Having regard to the United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 1514, of 14 December 1960, which states 
that “any attempt aimed at the partial or total 
disruption of the national unity and the territorial 
integrity of a country is incompatible with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations”; 

(Deleted) 

Amendment n.  13 submitted by  François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 23 to 30 

Original text Amended text 

Noting that in accordance to International Public Law 
the right to self-determination can therefore be 
exercised in cases of colonial domination, minority 
discrimination and massive human rights violations; 

Noting that no subnational entity within the European 
Union is currently under colonial domination, cultural 
persecution or subject to massive human rights 
violations; 

Noting that the respect of International Public Law is a 
necessary condition for the maintenance of global 
peace and security and for the emergence of a world 
federal system of governance, through the reform of 
the UN system; 

(Deleted) 

Explanatory statement: Unnecessary in the context. 
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Amendment n.  14 submitted by Enrique CALVET and Domènec RUIZ DEVESA 

Line number(s): 28 to 30 

Original text Amended text 

Noting that the respect of International Public Law is a 
necessary condition for the maintenance of global 
peace and security and for the emergence of a world 
federal system of governance, through the reform of 
the UN system; 

Noting that the respect of International Public Law 
and national constitutional rules is a necessary 
condition for the maintenance of global peace and 
security and for the emergence of a world federal 
system of governance, through the reform of the 
UN system; 

Amendment n.  15 submitted by François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 31-32 

Original text Amended text 

Considering that the respect of the rule of law is a 
fundamental principle of the European Union, as 
stated in article 2 of the Treaty on European Union; 

 

Considering that the respect of the rule of law is a 
fundamental principle of the European Union, as 
stated in article 2 of the Treaty on European 
Union; considering that, contrarily, the recourse 
to the force for the resolution of political crises, 
even more than being an expression of political 
weakness, is basically forbidden by federalist 
principles; considering that instead patient and 
open-minded talks aiming at finding trade-offs 
and possible consensus if not agreements is the 
way to be tirelessly followed; 

Amendment n.  16 submitted by François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 33 to 35 

Original text Amended text 

Considering that any change in the political status of a 
subnational entity within the European Union and the 
United Nations must be done in full respect of national 
constitutional rules and International Public Law; 

 

Considering that any change in the political status 
of a subnational entity within the European Union 
and the United Nations must be done in full 
respect of national constitutional rules and 
International Public Law; 

Considering that it is also part of the remit of the 
Union of European Federalists to promote and 
stimulate constitutional changes in EU Member 
States towards the introduction of federalist 
organisational and functioning patterns in as 
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many countries as relevant and possible in 
practice; 

Considering in this view that any claims or 
tentations of regional entities in Member States 
to claim rights to independence must be 
interpreted and driven towards a federal 
transformation of those Member States 
constitution; 

Explanatory statement:    Specifies UEF’s perspective. 

Amendment n.  17 submitted by Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 33 to 35 

Original text Amended text 

Considering that any change in the political status of a 
subnational entity within the European Union and the 
United Nations must be done in full respect of national 
constitutional rules and International Public Law; 

 

Considering that any change in the political status 
of a subnational entity within the European Union 
and the United Nations must be done in full 
respect of national constitutional rules, European 
law, the perspectives of an ever close union and 
International Public Law; 

Amendment n.  18 submitted by Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): 36-37 

Original text Amended text 

Noting that in the event of the political independence 
of a subnational entity of an EU Member State, the 
newly formed state will not be a member of the Union; 

 

Noting that in the event of the political 
independence of a subnational entity of an EU 
Member State, the newly formed state will not be 
a member of the Union, but that as such an entity 
already complies with the “acquis 
communautaire” it should be authorised to 
become a member state in an accelerated 
manner either through article 49 or article 48, so 
that no citizen of the European Union should lose 
this citizenship in such a case; 
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Amendment n.  19 submitted by François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 36-37 

Original text Amended text 

Noting that in the event of the political independence 
of a subnational entity of an EU Member State, the 
newly formed state will not be a member of the Union; 

 

Noting that in the event of the political 
independence of a subnational entity of an EU 
Member State, the newly formed state will not be 
a regional entity of an EU Member State 
nevertheless snatching a political independence, 
the new State so formed would not ipso facto be 
accepted as a member of the Union; 

Amendment n.  20 submitted by Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 36-37 

Original text Amended text 

Noting that in the event of the political independence 
of a subnational entity of an EU Member State, the 
newly formed state will not be a member of the Union; 

(Deleted) 

Amendment n.  21 submitted by Otto SCHMUCK and Rainer B. GIESEL 

Line number(s): 36 to 42 

Original text Amended text 

Noting that in the event of the political independence 
of a subnational entity of an EU Member State, the 
newly formed state will not be a member of the Union; 

Considering that any unilateral attempt at altering the 
border of a Member State of the European Union 
poses a threat to the stability and peace in Europe, and 
to the territorial integrity of the Union itself; 

Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of the 
European Union and its Member States, and for the 
respect of the rule of law. 

Noting that in the event of the political 
independence of a subnational entity of an EU 
Member State, the newly formed state will not be 
a member of the Union; 

Considering that any unilateral attempt at altering 
the border of a Member State of the European 
Union poses a threat to the stability and peace in 
Europe, and to the territorial integrity of the 
Union itself; 

Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of 
the European Union and its Member States, and 
for the respect of the rule of law. 

Urging the Catalonian government to adhere to 
the rule of law and accept constitutional 
processes as those are at the basis of the 
European political order.  
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Also urging the Spanish government to 
acknowledge the need to engage in earnest 
political dialogue on this matter. 

While the referendum must be considered 
invalid, the political will of a substantial part of 
the Catalans cannot be entirely ignored. Legal 
and political channels of dialogue must be 
opened immediately in order to find pragmatic 
solutions accounting for the cultural diversity in 
Spain. 

The European Founding Fathers conceived a 
revolutionary project based on overcoming 
historical and cultural disputes and 
confrontations to build a Europe of peace and 
understanding among all its citizens, by 
abandoning the defence of national identities, to 
move towards a common project of citizenship, 
rights and freedoms. We hope the question of 
Catalonian autonomy can be resolved in this 
spirit. 

Explanatory statement:  This text is based on a statement of JEF Europe and more balanced and better suited to overcome 
the conflict. 

Amendment n.  22 submitted by Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 38 to 40 

Original text Amended text 

Considering that any unilateral attempt at altering the 
border of a Member State of the European Union 
poses a threat to the stability and peace in Europe, and 
to the territorial integrity of the Union itself; 

(Deleted) 

Amendment n.  23 submitted by François MENNERAT 

Line number(s): 38-42 

Original text Amended text 

Considering that any unilateral attempt at altering the 
border of a Member State of the European Union 
poses a threat to the stability and peace in Europe, and 
to the territorial integrity of the Union itself; 

Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of the 
European Union and its Member States, and for the 
respect of the rule of law. 

Considering that any unilateral attempt at altering 
the border of a Member State of the European 
Union poses a threat to the stability and peace in 
Europe, and to the territorial integrity of the 
Union itself; 
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Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of 
the European Union and its Member States, and 
for the respect of the rule of law. 

Calls in this view for any claims or temptations of 
regional entities in Member States with regard to 
alleged rights to independence to be interpreted 
and driven towards a federal transformation of 
those Member States constitutions. 

Explanatory statement:  Re-orientation of the resolution meaning. 

Amendment n.  24 submitted by Catherine VIEILLEDENT 

Line number(s): 41-42 

Original text Amended text 

Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of the 
European Union and its Member States, and for the 
respect of the rule of law. 

Calls for the respect of the territorial integrity of 
the European Union and its Member States, and 
for the respect of the rule of law to:  

 reject both sovereign and sub-national 
dogmas and egoisms;  

 Focus on how to make Europe more 
peaceful, more effective, more democratic 
and more relevant to its citizens, 
independently of states and regions; 

 Consider a common European future based 
on a federation of federations, as a 
democracy of democracies;  

 Safeguard the integrity of the European 
territory through developing common 
foreign policy and defense, one coast guard 
and effective security structures, with 
respect to all international laws, human 
rights and European values, guaranteed by a 
fully and democratically elected European 
Parliament, a European executive 
completely committed to its mission and a 
European judicial system.  
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Amendment n.  25 submitted by Florent BANFI 

Line number(s): After 42 

Original text Amended text 

(new) Condemns the violence against citizens of the 
European Union and the use of police and 
military force against civilians trying to express 
their opinions, whatever the circumstances; 

Calls for a negotiated political solution in the case 
of a disagreement between a central government 
and one of its entities in order to preserve peace, 
subsidiarity, political and individual freedoms, 
human rights; such a negotiation should include 
every possible option to achieve those objectives 
including the transformation of an existing State 
into a Federal State. 


