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The UEF Federal Committee, meeting in Madrid on 18 June 2017, 1 

 

in reference:   2 

 to the 60th Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome and the 70th Anniversary of the Marshall Plan;  3 

 to the resolution on Europe Defence adopted by the UEF Federal Committee in Brussels on 13 4 

April 2013; 5 

 to the resolution on re-launching Europe’s foreign policy and defence policy adopted by the 6 

UEF Federal Committee in Brussels on 14 June 2014; 7 

 to the resolution “Towards an European army” adopted by the UEF Federal Committee in 8 

Brussels on 18 April 2015;  9 

 to the resolution on European defence adopted by the UEF Federal Committee in Cologne on 10 

5 November 2016;  11 

 to the resolution on the EU global strategy adopted by the UEF XXV European Congress in 12 

Strasbourg on 12 June 2016;  13 

 to the resolution on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) adopted by the 14 

UEF Federal Committee in Brussels on 18 April 2015; 15 

 to the resolution on CETA and TTIP adopted by the UEF Federal Committee in Cologne on 5 16 

November 2016;  17 

 

having regard to:  18 

 the Rome Declaration on the 60th Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome;  19 

 the Global Strategy for the European Union’s Foreign And Security Policy of June 2016; 20 

 the EU-NATO Joint Declaration of July 2016; 21 

 the European Commission EU Defence Action Plan;  22 

 the European Commission “Trade for all” strategy;  23 

 

whereas 24 

 Diplomatic relations between the EU and the U.S. date back to 1953. The relationship between 25 

the EU and the U.S. is one of the most important bilateral relationships in the world. The EU 26 

and U.S. are the biggest economic and military powers in the world, dominate global trade, 27 

and play the leading roles in international political relations; 28 
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 From the First and Second World Wars, through Marshall Aid, the Cold War, and to Kosovo, 29 

the U.S. has consistently shown it is willing to bring peace to Europe; 30 

 U.S. played an important role in the European integration and the continued expansion of the 31 

European Union project has remained an objective of U.S. foreign policy until the present day;  32 

 Since the 1990s transatlantic relations become increasingly institutionalized by a number of 33 

EU-US agreements, such as the 1990 Transatlantic Declaration, the 1995 New Transatlantic 34 

Agenda, the 1998 Transatlantic Economic Partnership, the Establishment of the Transatlantic 35 

Economic Council in 2007 and the launch in 2013 of talks on the Transatlantic Trade and 36 

Investment Partnership (TTIP);   37 

 NATO has been the bedrock of EURO-Atlantic security for almost 70 years and remains the 38 

strongest and most effective military alliance in the world;  39 

 

Transatlantic relations 40 

 The EU should continue to have strong bonds across the Atlantic, both north and south; 41 

 A solid transatlantic partnership through NATO and with the United States and Canada helps 42 

us strengthen resilience, address conflicts, and contribute to effective global governance;  43 

 The EU should deepen its partnership with NATO through a coordinated defence capability 44 

development; 45 

 Transatlantic relations must remain a strategic pillar for the EU, but the EU should take a 46 

greater responsibility for its collective security and territorial defence and a more active role 47 

in its neighbourhood in order to strengthen the alliance with the United States; 48 

 There are no positive alternatives to a the creation of a legal framework for transatlantic trade 49 

on a European scale, as a failure of the TTIP negotiations would result in the starting of bilateral 50 

agreements with USA by individual States, thus increasing European division and weakness; 51 

 Europe’s responses to the immediate policy initiatives taken by the Trump presidency will be 52 

of particular importance and will shape the future of the relationship. In this context, the EU 53 

needs to be resilient and prepared for any possible situation. This could be the opportunity 54 

that many Europeans have longed for: without disavowing the enduring alliance with the US 55 

and its people, the EU has a chance to affirm itself on the global stage as a more autonomous 56 

political player, perhaps even strengthening the transatlantic partnership in the longer term; 57 

 

Global Governance for the 21st century 58 

 The EU is committed to a global order based on international law, including the principles of 59 

the UN Charter; This commitment translates into an aspiration to transform rather than simply 60 

preserve the existing system;  61 

 Calls for giving a permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council to the European Union 62 

after Brexit, as this would strengthen our voice as Europeans and represent a first step towards 63 

the transformation of the Security Council into the Council of the great regions of the world; 64 

 The EU will lead by examples by implementing its commitments on sustainable developments 65 

and climate change - it will increase climate financing, drive climate mainstreaming in 66 
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multilateral for a, raise the ambition for review foreseen in the Paris agreement, and work for 67 

lean energy cost reduction;  68 

    

EU defence 69 

 Stresses that an integrated and communitarian approach to foreign and security policy needs 70 

to be built if the European Union and its member states are meant to play a role on the 71 

international stage; 72 

 Calls for the establishment of a truly EU foreign and security policy that would enable the EU 73 

to promote its values in today’s globalised world; 74 

 Considers the immediate neighbourhood of the European Union a priority, calling for a greater 75 

EU role in filling the security vacuum in its wider neighbourhood;  76 

 Calls on the Member States and the EU institutions to make full use of the Lisbon Treaty 77 

provisions on the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) and to exploit the momentum 78 

to take a qualitative step forward by establishing a permanent structured cooperation (Article 79 

46 TEU and Protocol 10) that should ultimately lead to a European Defence Union; 80 

 Demands the establishment of a permanent EU military headquarter to improve military crisis 81 

management and the creation of permanently pooled multinational military units; 82 

 Calls for the creation of a European budget for defence to finance the EU’s CSDP with own 83 

resources; 84 

 Stresses the importance of reinforcing the European pillar of NATO.85 

 


