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SATURDAY 12.11.2011 
 

 
 
The Federal Committee approves the agenda and the minutes of the Federal Committee meeting of 
March 2011. 
 
The Federal Committee members appoint Silvia-Yvonne Kauffman, Massimo Malcovati, Paul Frix, 
Harald Stieber, Philip Agathonos, Andrey Kovatchev, Guido Montani and Paolo Vacca to the 
Resolution Committee.  
   
On behalf of Peter Friedrich, Minister of Federal, European and international affairs, a member of the 
European Office of the Local Authorities of Baden-Württemberg Secretariat welcomed UEF in the 
venue and wished the federalists to have a fruitful and successful FC. 

 
 
Debate Next Steps in the Crisis 
 
UEF President Andrew Duff welcomed the participants and thanked Minister Friedrich’s 
representative.  
 
In his opening speech UEF President Andrew Duff stressed the historical dimension of current 
situation and emphasised the level of gravity of the economic turmoil Europe is in. He welcomed the 
latest European Council latest decisions on Greece, Italy and the EFSF. He underlined the necessity 
to undergo treaty changes within the framework of a Convention as of next spring. 
 
Andrew Duff acknowledged that many issues to be discussed in the Convention are sensitive for some 
member States as well as some federalists. He also insisted on the need to strengthen the EU 
democratic legitimacy as it is seen by the markets and the citizens as a weakness. He called on all 
federalists to be careful about the speeches/publications they are making and avoid to indulge in 
simplistic solutions in order not to disrupt the institutional cohesion of the EU.  
 
He eventually addressed the so-called „British problem‟ and the way to overcome it, notably by giving 
up the unanimity rule for the entering onto force of the Treaties.  
 
As President of the UEF, he warmly thanked the federalists for their involvement in the affairs of the 
organisation. 
 
The discussion topics ranged from the opportunity of treaty changes, the risk of disintegration of the 
EU, the threat of misuse of referendum in Member States, the need of renovation of the EU, the form 
of a quantum leap towards a federal Europe, the domino effect of the crisis, the need of openness of 
the federal core-to-be, the necessity to discuss openly the alternatives for the non-eurozone Member 
States, to the importance not to neglect the Rule of law in a period of economic turmoil, the feasibility 
of treaty-based solution or otherwise, the influence of the markets on the EU actions, the opportunity 
of the enhanced cooperation, the role of the ECB.  
 
 

 
GENERAL DEBATE 
 
Reports of the Political Commission. Andrey Kovatchev explained the decision of the political 
commission on Home Affairs to revise their policy paper in the days following the Federal Committee. 
 
Philipp Agathonos presented the proposal for resolution on Responsibility to Protect principle and the 
discussions of the PC on External Affairs on small wording modifications to the original proposal.  
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The reports on the Political Commissions on Economic Governance and on ECI led to a general 
debate strongly focused on the discussion regarding the feasibility of the UEF campaign for a 
European Citizens‟ Initiative (ECI). 
 
Given the unfavourable political and economic conjuncture of the EU and the Eurozone, the Federal 
Committee decided to withdraw the project of a campaign for the ECI for the upcoming months. UEF 
President‟s declared himself against the launch of the project, even if with regret, given its lack of 
immediate and enthusiastic involvement in the early elaboration of the initiative.  

 
 
ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
UEF Secretary General Christian Wenning presented the UEF activity on Internet. He explained the 
utility of social media tools (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube…) in spreading the federalist ideas. He 
invited the participants to read the “Social Media Guidelines”, drafted to support UEF members and 
sections online actions. 
 
Christian Wenning replied to the concerns of members about the exclusive use of English on the UEF 
website and informed them of the translation of the static information in several languages in few 
weeks (French, Italian, German, Polish, Dutch…).  
 
Action tracker 
The participants were invited to propose some activities they would like to see in this table.  
 
Membership map (2002-2011) 
Christian Wenning presented the membership maps from 2002 to 2011. In 2011, four countries have a 
significant activity and are on track to join UEF: Lithuania, Croatia, Macedonia and Montenegro. He 
reminded also that bureau members are allocated an area so the action could be more efficient with 
the national sections. The secretary general made a short briefing on Lithuania: a section is in the 
making. Andrew Duff will certainly go there in the beginning of 2012. Lithuania will hopefully 
present its official application to UEF in the next FC.  
He emphasized on our cooperation with other pro-European organizations (JEF, EMI, Café Babel…).  
 
Campaigns 
The secretary general presented the draft campaign strategy. He highlighted that we need a coalition 
to launch an ECI, that some local actions are valuable but we would not be able to support all of 
them, and we have to focus our energy on social media and retailers.. In addition, the main objective 
of a FUN Campaign is the visibility. Christian Wenning invited the participants to make some 
propositions that would improve the campaign strategy.   
 
Financial Report (By The Treasurer)  
Conclusions of the external audit presentation: the books have been taken correctly and there is a 
loss in 2010 of 954,66€. There is too little amount in the results but hopefully the organization will get 
better results in the upcoming year.  
Inge Dorhmann-Nowak shared her conclusions on the internal audit: some sections have to pay 
their membership fees (Luxembourg, Serbia, Slovenia – Norway and Poland never paid); the 
European Commission payment was transferred very late on the UEF account. 
In short, financial problems have been clarified, UEF is working on getting more donations and 
there is a new book keeper (problems with the previous one).  
 
Vote on the discharge of 2010 account: budget adopted.  
The cost of conferences and seminars goes up 
Remark on the budget for 2011: cost of conferences, seminars goes up 
Vote to approve the budget 2011: approved.  
 

REPORT FROM SECTIONS: 
 
JEF 
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Pauline Gessant made a report of the JEF Congress meeting held in Helsinki in October 2011 
where she had been elected president. The objective of JEF is to develop the capacity of the 
organization, to get more members, to make more pan-European activities, to develop online tools, to 
do some lobby to MEPs, to make a European news forum (the new political forum will be online very 
soon). JEF had adopted several resolutions (on fiscal union asking for a federal budget, common 
energy, common immigration…). JEF also asked for more democracy in the EU, and a relaunch of a 
new constitutional process open to all countries which are willing to do so. The JEF president ended 
her speech by saying she wants JEF to develop the work with UEF and she specified that the 
executive members have a key mandate to discuss with UEF.   
 
World Federalist Movement 
Lucio Levi presented the activity report of the WFM. WFM focused its work on R2P and had seen 
the intervention in Libya as a success. WFM will elect their delegates next spring. During the next 
congress of WFM in Canada on 9-13 July 2012, the organization will focus on 4 topics:  

- the financial crisis: need of a new Bretton Woods.  

- environment = the WFM proposal is to create a world committee based on carbon tax. 

- nuclear proliferation, atomic energy.  

- the UN parliamentary assembly: pursue the democratization of the UN, as the example of the 

EU parliament.  

 
UEF Montenegro  
UEF Montenegro was applying to become a new section of the UEF. Boro Milovic told the audience 
that the organization had received lots of positive comments and positive ideas and he believes 
it will have a positive impact because there are several pro-European organizations but they are 
focused on internal issues. That‟s why a UEF section would be useful and is willing to cooperate 
with European movement Montenegro, while imposing its own strategy.  
 
VOTE ON MONTENEGRO APPLICATION: (application supported by the Bureau) APPROVED 
 
Andrew Duff stated he was looking forward to closer collaboration and will make a trip there as soon 
as he could.  
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SUNDAY 13.11.2011 
 
 
Massimo Malcovati presented the agenda of the day: a general debate on the resolutions 
followed by amendments and votes.  
 

11.00 VOTE ON RESOLUTIONS 
 
The President presented the Bureau‟s resolution for the FC.  
 
Guido Montani, chair of PC3, announced that his PC’s resolution had been given up. He 
proposed the draft of a petition addressed to the citizens in order to back up the FUN campaign. 
 
General debate mainly focused on the opportunity of a constitutional convention and the other 
possible mean to take a step further towards Federal Union. 
 
The presidium opened the Amendment process. 
 
On the FC resolution ‘Federal Union Now’: 
 
Line 42/43 (cross out the reference to the Vice Commissioner as „Mr Euro‟). Amendment carried.  
 
Line 64/para 12 (replace „reduce the size of national contribution‟ by a reference to the budgetary 
„transitional period‟). Amendment carried. 
 
Line 81/para 15 bis (reference to a co-decision EP/NP in budgetary matters). Amendment withdrawn 
but process to be discussed later on.  
 
Line 91/ para 17. Invite the EFTA/candidates countries‟ MP to the Convention. Amendment rejected.  
 
Line 111/para 22. Amendment approved. 
 
Line 114/para 23. Amendment rejected. 
 
Final vote on the resolution. Resolution carried (0 vote opposed, 3 abstentions).  
 
On the RtoP resolution:  
A participant rose an interrogation about the expression “build up its own capacities”, which Philipp 
Agathonos clarified by saying that R2P is not applied when it comes to the 4 mass atrocities defined 
by international law.  
Concerning the vote on the amendments and on the resolution, all the amendments have been 
adopted ‘en bloc’ and the resolution was adopted too.  
 
Andrew Duff concluded by thanking all the participants and the organizers of this FC. He expressed 
his joy to have constructive and tolerant approach and a stimulating contribution. He informed the 
participants that the resolution will be sent to the press in the afternoon and will be presented 
on Tuesday to the Spinelli Group.  

 

 
 
 


